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@ A Study and Analysis of the Theory of The End Of Painting in Arthur Danto’s Thought and the Continuation of Painting in

the Works of Gerhard Richter

A Study and Analysis of the Theory of The End Of
Painting in Arthur Danto’s Thought and the
Continuation of Painting in the Works of Gerhard

Richter

Abstract:

The present article studies and analyzes two different viewpoints on artand
philosophy of contemporary art. On the one hand, Arthur Danto’s philo-
sophical views on the challenges of definition of art that lead to the theo-
ry of the End of Art and the Death of Painting, and on the other hand, the
thought and works of Gerhard Richter, which led to the revitalization of
painting. According to Danto’s theories, the main purpose of thisresearch is
to study the position of painting after its announcement in the works of the
German contemporary artist Richter and seeks to respond to topics such as
the definition ofartandtherole of aestheticsin contemporaryart. The main
questionis: why and how, after technological advancesin the structure and
methods of creating and producing works of art, the entrance of new me-
diaand challenges in the basic concepts of aesthetics, the art of painting re-
turned to the Avant-garde art scene and revived? To answer this question,
Danto and Crimp’s views on the End of Painting were first attention in a de-
scriptive-analytical manner, and thentheimportantrole that Richter played
inreviving the painting was discussed. The results of the research show that
in such conditions, Richter knows painting as something beyond the im-
age, and as this process continues, he opens a modified view of art history,
which is a way to find personal and historical language in postmodernist ex-
periences. Arthur Danto’s attempt to evaluate Endism in the late twentieth
century has been a source of inspiration for many contemporary artists and
theorists. He believed that painting could survive only ifit negated itselfand
could continue the efforts of conceptual and avant-garde art. Danto does
not claim that no one works in art anymore, nor does he claim that no good
art is made anymore, but he believes that a certain history of Western art
is over and that “Art after the End of Art” pursues a new goal. In the face of
this pluralism, Gerhard Richter focused his artistic work on how to contin-
ue painting in the face of the End of Painting and created a collection of art-
works in which a critical and in-depth understanding of art history can be
found. His strategy was to cope with the End of Art and break the deadlock
of painting in the 1960s by turning to photography and confronting the ef-
ficiency of photographic imagery as a means of representing the outside
world. Richter turned to photo-painting as a way to deal with the crisis in
painting. Instead of creating his subject orinventing it, he turned to painting
from photographs, thus trying to overcome the artificiality of painting and
bring reality back to his artworks. But what is interesting about his work is
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the connection with his predecessors, the endless sequence of realism and abstraction that is evident from the juxtaposi-
tion of the paintings. A realistic view that goes to abstraction in the next work and reality is redrawn with a reference to ab-
straction. An endless rotation that spins on Richter’s career path. The general goalis to know and discover correctly the issue
of the End of Art and the Death of Painting and to determine the boundaries of art from non-art in the contemporary world
and to explain the impact of these philosophical theories on art. When signs of Death of Painting were ubiquitous in the
1980s, even in the painters’ own works, artists allowed their paintings to blend in with alien elements such as photographic
images. Only in this kind of manifestation, which was in fact a kind of conceptual painting, could painting have a place for
itselfinthe life of new art, and there was no way for it, except toinfiltrate itselfin some way in critical discourse and avant-gar-
de approach and try to theoretically challenge art and painting while creating a work of art. In the contemporary interpre-
tation, art was no longer a process of creation and construction, but a product of study, thought, and theoretical challenge.
Danto found an infinite variety of art, as if the contemporary artist had invented a new kind of it, so that if one wishes, can
interpret the End of Art not as the beginning, but as an invitation to unfettered freedom. He guided the way for a new kind
of critique that could help us understand art in the post-history era. On the other hand, Gerhard Richter willingly declared
his heartfelt allegiance to the great tradition of Western painting, and with his diligence in this field, he revived the Painting
after the End of Painting. Richter’s every attempt to add meaning to the photographs was his attempt to create illusion and
nothingness. He used the artificiality of his artwork to cast doubt on what people thought of the photographs. If there is
nothing to cherish, one’s belief in the reality of photography is challenged. In this regard, Gerhard Richter’s message should
be clearer than anyone thinks. The truth has never existed. Therefore, enjoying art never seeks reality or truth, but pursues
thelabyrinthintheimage, uncertainty and nothingness.

Keywords: The End of Art, The Death of Painting, The Continuation of Painting, Abstraction, Postmodernism, The History of
Art.
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