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Abstract

There are divergent judgments about Ibn Hebban Bosti, the famous
fourth century hadith scholar. He has reported more narrations on Ahl-
ol-Bayt in compare to other traditionists following the school of
Kholafa, thus he has been called Shia in some sources. Nevertheless
his assessments of the Ahl-ol-Bayt and their traditions are
contradictory. He praises Imam Reza (PBUH) at times and writes of
his successful experience in visiting his grave; at other times he sees
flaw, illusion and amazing elements in the Imam’s narrations. In
addition, he has evaluated some of the traditions and transmitters of
Imam Reza (PBUH) - particularly Abasalt as weak. This survey,
employing descriptive and analytical method on Sunni and Shiite
hadith and rijal (biography of transmitters) sources has found at least
the four following factors as the causes of these contradictory
approaches: strong religious bias, unbalanced personality, scientific
ego and various occupations. A fair examination of the issue shows
that Imam Reza (PBUH) is of great authenticity and his narrations and
narrators are trustworthy.
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