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1. introduction

In order to strengthen the scientific register of Persian language, word
selection for the scientific terms of foreign languages and accurate
knowledge of word-formation mechanisms in this register and its
capacities are of considerable importance. Few statistical and corpus-
based researches have been conducted on the word formation
processes of the approved terms of the Academy of Persian Language
and Literature. One of the fields not comprehensively addressed so far
is the field of Civil Engineering. Therefore, the present research tries
to investigate the rate of neologisms presented by this Academy in this
field. The main objective for such a study is to show the frequency of
these words among the professors, students and experts of civil
engineering. Furthermore, we try to suggest some Persian equivalent
for those technique terms that were not approved by the majority of
research’s subjects.

2. Martials and methods

The present research has a descriptive-analytic method. The subjects
are selected from three main groups related to Civil Engineering. 40
subjects selected from civil instructors in Iranian Universities
including Assistance professors, Associate professors and Full
professors. Another group of subjects includes 40 Civil Academic
students in M.A or PhD grades in Iranian universities. Furthermore,
40 other subjects were selected from different experts of civil
engineering whose occupation is related to this field directly.

Two questionnaires are used for handling the present study. The first
one which is ‘equivalence questionaries’ includes 100 technical terms

L Assistant professor in Linguistics. Faculty of Foreign Languages, Vali-e-Asr University of Rafsanjan.

h.molaei@vru.ac.ir; Corresponding Author.
2 . Assistant professor in Civil Engineering. Engineering Faculty, Vali-e-Asr University of Rafsanjan.

a.raisszadeh@vru.ac.ir.


mailto:h.molaei@vru.ac.ir
mailto:a.raisszadeh@vru.ac.ir

28

in civil engineering. Subjects should complete this questionnaire by
their own knowledge. It includes two columns; the first one is for
technical terms in civil engineering and the second one should be
completed by subjects.

The second questionnaire which is ‘Evaluation questionaries’ includes
5 columns. The first one includes technical terms and the second one
their Persian Equivalents Represented by Academy of Persian
Language and Literature. The other third columns should be
completed by subjects. The third column is a question about
familiarity of subjects to each Persian equivalent. It has two options;
one is ‘I heard it before’ and ‘I did not hear it’. The forth column is
about the rate of acceptance of technical terms among the experts of
this field. It has two options too; ‘I agree’ and ‘I disagree’. The last
column s called ‘your suggestion’. It is for those subjects whose
answer to third column was ‘I disagree’.

Dealing questionnaires include two steps. In the first step, the
equivalence questionnaire is done by subjects. Then in the second
stage the Evaluation questionnaire carried out. Then the results of
each one is calculated and discussed.

3. Results and Discussion

The results of the present research can be presented in two parts. In
the first part, the results of the equivalence questionnaire show that 40
percent of Equivalents Represented by Academy of Persian Language
and Literature are used by more than 90% percent of subjects. We can
consider this number as the general rate of civil engineering
equivalents by its experts. While this result may be consider as the
rate of popularity of these equivalents among civil experts, the results
of the second questionnaire can show us some more interesting
results.

As mentioned, the second questionnaire has three columns for
subjects. So the results can be presented in three parts. In the first part
the results of familiarity rate to Persian equivalents will be presented
due to the form of its question. The results showed that 44 percent of
subjects selected ‘I heard’ piton, while 56 percent selected ‘I did not
hear before.
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Table 1- the familiarity frequency of Equivalents Represented by Academy of Persian
Language and Literature

Another result which is related to this column question is about the
distribution of equivalents frequency. For this sake, the results are
divided into 6 categories and the number of answers to each category
is counted separately:

60% 57%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10% -

0%

YoU « WY LF.e WAd UWV. LA
Y. a0 & AD Yoo

Table 2- the distribution of familiarity frequency of Equivalents Represented by
Academy of Persian Language and Literature

The forth column of equivalence questionnaire was about the rate of
acceptance. The results showed that generally 76% of subjects
selected ‘I agree” while 24% selected ‘I disagree’.
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Table 3- the verification frequency of Equivalents Represented by Academy of Persian
Language and Literature

For getting more precise results, the answers of subjects to the fourth
column question are investigated in relation to the third column
question. In other word, in this step, we investigated the number of
‘agree’ and ‘disagree’ option in two separated categories; one time for
those subjects who selected the option ‘ I heard’ option in the third
column and the other time for the subjects whose answer to the same
question was ‘I did not hear’. The results showed that in the first
category (I heard), 88% selected ‘I agree’ option and 12% °I disagree’
one. As the following diagram show, in the second category (I did not
hear), 79% selected ‘I agree’ and 21% °I disagree’ option.
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Table 3- the verification frequency and familiarity frequency of Equivalents
Represented by Academy of Persian Language and Literature

Finally, the results of the fifth column showed that there are 13
new suggestions for Persian equivalents which can be considered
by Academy of Persian Language and Literature.

4. Conclusion

By comparing the rate of Persian equivalents usage by their rate of
acceptance and familiarity, one can conclude that although the rate
of familiarity is lower (44 percent) in comparison to the rate of
acceptance (76 percent), the majority of civil experts approved the
activities of by Academy of Persian Language and Literature. It
reveals this fact that the Academy of Persian Language and
Literature should have plans for propagation and publication of
new words in addition to main duty.

Keywords: lexical Acceptance, Linguistic Planning, Academy of
Persian Language and Literature, Equivalent, Civil Engineering,
word-formation process.
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