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Bauhaus

Nouveau

Japanese Folk Craft Movement
Budkeev et al
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12. Charles and Ray Eames
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17.Jongerius
18.Co - creation
19. Designers Meet Artisans
20. Reubens
21.Sennett
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the Sustainable Development of Handicrafts

Abstract:

Handicraftsindicate the relationship between humansandtheirenviron-
mentand manifest theidentity, culture, skills, and attitudes of individualsin
aregion duringdifferent periods. A historical look at handicraftsin various
erasrevealsthat thiscomponent hasbeen adaptable tothe conditionsand
requirements of each era. In other words, handicrafts, by being present
inpeople’slives, have addressed the essential needs of societiesand
preserved and adapted themselves accordingly. Thisartindustry, inthe
past, primarily aimedtofulfillneeds and later became ameans ofincome
generation by utilizing raw materials fromthe surrounding environment.
However, itappearsthatin current circumstances, the nature of handicrafts
hastransformed, and variousfactorsinfluenceits presence and continuity.
Nowadays, inthe modernworld, societies consider handicrafts notonly
aseconomicallyinfluential butalso asa creative cultural phenomenon, a
socialfactor,and animportantenvironmental component. Additionally,
handicrafts are recognized asasignificant part ofindigenous cultureand
identity.

The mentioned factorsindicate that handicrafts have highimportance from
variousaspectsand now require attention and focus for their continuityand
development. Inother words, inthe current conditions, handicrafts need
certain measures, the formulation of principles, and standards toadaptto
thecurrentcultural, social, economic, and environmental conditions.
Accordingtothe mentioned evidence, multiple factorsplayaroleinthe
sustainable development of handicrafts. It seems necessary toidentify and
analyzethe backgroundsandinfluential factorsin the sustainable develop-
mentand operation of handicraftsin current conditions throughin-depth
research. Therefore, this research aimstoidentify and analyze the factors
andbackgrounds emphasizedinvarious sources and studies. Inthisregard,
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theresearch questionis: Whatare theinfluential factorsin the sustainable development of handicrafts?

Thisstudyis a qualitative researchand, from an objective perspective, fallsunder applied developmental research. It has

utilized qualitative content analysis toidentify the key variables and influential factors in the sustainable development of

handicrafts. Inother words, this research strives to extract the fundamental concepts and topics related to the sustainable

developmentof handicrafts from credible scientificdata. Toachieve this, in the first step, reliable research sourcesin this

field were collected frominternet databases using relevant keywords. Then, with the aim of categorization and thematic

analysis, qualitative contentanalysis of the data was conducted through stages including data management and organiza-

tion, refinementand concept extraction, and thematic classification. Finally, relying onlogical reasoning, each of the topics
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was scrutinized, explained, and comprehended. In the categorization and analysis of the topics, the concepts that had the
highestapplicabilityand thematicrecurrence in most studies were given attention. Furthermore, in the thematic classifica-
tion, efforts were made to maximize the similarity and resemblance of eachissue, and ultimately acomprehensive theme
was obtained by combining two or more conceptsinthatarea. Based onthis, the findings of the research were categorized

»u

andanalyzedintopicssuchas “highereducation,” “emerging markets,

”nu

production methods,” “handicraft captureand
design,” and “co-creation.”

Accordingtofindings, the foundation of handicraftindustry development should be considered in the components of
education, technology, emerging markets, and effective communication between industry ownersand designers. As
mentioned, attention to each of these factors formsthe basis for transformationin others. In other words, the outcomesand
results of each of these components have acommon connection with otherfields, and theimportance of eachliesinthe at-
tentionitreceivesfrom others. Higher education nurtures specialized individuals who contribute to the artisan community
through co-creationand collaborative efforts. Additionally, higher education provides afoundation for understanding the-
oriesandthe needs of emerging markets. The emerging market necessitates the effective role of technology andindustryin
handicraft production. Consequently, the central role of higher education canactas a catalystand essential requirement for
the development of handicrafts. Ingeneral, innovative educational systems, by providing action-based teaching methods
and processes, innovation, and creativity, will yield the following positive results: 1- Providing management and business
trainingto enhance the performance and prosperity of handicraftindustries. 2- Transferring innovative production meth-
odsand strategies, acquainting with new tools and technologies to create new products and servicesinthe craftindustry.
3-Familiarity with currentand future market needs. 4- Establishing connections with society and industry to exchange and
acquire new knowledge and technologies, as well as developing collaborative projects and research. 5- Enhancing technical
knowledge and expertise inthe application of materials and tools used in handicrafts. 6- Understanding other related sci-
encesthathaveanimpactonthe handicraftindustry.
Itseemsthatachangeintheapproachtoeducationandresearchinhandicraftsandthe establishmentofacommon
infrastructure for research and educationare necessary to connectand strengthen various academicdisciplinesand create
“CraftSciences” asanapproachinthe educational system.

Accordingtofindings, newtechnologiesand production methodsalso play asignificant role in the development of handi-
crafts. Synchronizing handicraft production methods with advancementsinthisfield initself contributes to achieving the
goals of handicraft development. Innovative technology, advanced industry, and high-quality raw materialsincrease the
capability of producing handicrafts according tointernational standards, leading to effective and independent performance
ofhandicraftsandimproving productivity while reducing resource waste. This component improves supply chain manage-
mentand controlin stages such as raw material extraction, production, distribution, and overall performance and profit-
ability of handicraft products. Reductioninlabor, raw material, and energy costs are among the benefits of new technology,
whichincreasesthe competitiveness and profitability of handicraft businesses. Utilizingmediaand communication tech-
nologies canfacilitate the introduction ofindigenous products to new communitiesand markets and improve and deepen
businessand communication relationships between the industry, business owners, and customersinthisfield. Ingeneral,
the use of innovative production methods, advanced machinery, and tools can contribute toinnovation, efficiency, quality,
anddiversityinthe production of handicraft products, making these industries strongerin competition with others.
Co-creationisalso considered an effective solution for the development of handicrafts. Theimportance of co-creationand
collaborative effortsin handicraft developmentisjustified based on several key factors: 1-Improvement of quality: Co-cre-
ation canleadtoimprovementandfacilitationin the transfer of knowledge and experience between handicraft producers
andvariousrelated fields. As aresult, the quality of handicraft products willalsoimprove. 2- Diversity and innovation: By
integrating different knowledge, experiences, andideas, new products with new designs and forms can beintroduced tothe
market, positively competing with other countries and contributing to export development. 3- Local economic develop-
ment: Attracting talentsand technical knowledge in rural areas and proper marketing of the produced goodsincreases

the potential for establishingand developing handicraft enterprisesin these regions. Consequently, employment, income
generation, andareductionin rural-to-urban migration can beimproved. 4- Preservation of culture and identity: Whena
society loses some of its traditional skills, its culture and identity are also at risk. Co-creation provides an opportunity to pre-
serve and continue these skillsand helps the community maintainits cultural identity. Based on this, the practical process of
co-creation canactasasolutionforthe sustainable development of handicrafts.

Keywords: Handicrafts, Sustainable Development, Economy, Culture, Technology.
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