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the Manuscript of “ Seyf ol-Moluk and Badi’ ol-Jamal”

from Bakhtin’s theory

Abstract:

Introduction: the manuscript of the story of Seyf ol-Mol{k and Badi’ ol-
Jamal from the One Thousand and One Nights collection belongs to the
10th century AH and the Gurkani School of Painting during Jahangir’s reign
inIndia. Itis written in Persianin Nastaliq script. The story of Seyf ol-Mol(kis
about a prince who fallsin love with the fairy face Badi’ ol-Jamal. He sets out
on ajourney to find her and finally gets his wish after suffering much hard-
ship. The migration of artists from the Safavid court to India on the invita-
tion of Gurkani rulers entailed the transfer of many Iranian artistic ideas to
the Gurkani School of Painting and the Gurkani kings spread the civilization
which bore distinct signs of Iranian artistic skills in India. The traditions of
illustration and its artistic values continued to persevere at the heart of the
Islamic civilization and artists created admirable works and new experienc-
es. A feature of the Indo-Islamic style is its soft and distinct colors visualiz-
ing the people depicted in the scene, while adding depth and perspective
by drawing the high horizon line of the landscape. The illustrations in this
old version are a fusion of Iranian, Indian, Chinese, and European artistic
traditions. Despite these influences, however, the paintings of this period
have a distinct Indian spirit. Problem statement: attention to realism arising
from European influences is also a special feature of the Gurkani School of
Painting displayed in the illustrations of the manuscript of the story of Seyf
ol-Mollk and Badi’ ol-Jamal and the documented samples are witness to
the study of the lifestyle of people in the Gurkani era. Based on this, charac-
terization and simulation of the human experience is a feature of the Gur-
kani School of Painting. The 20th century literary theorist, Mikhail Bakhtin,
believed that the human experience and how it is perceived by others plays
a key role. Bakhtin’s philosophical and ontological point of departure relies
on the relationship between the self and the other as well as concepts such
as dialogue, finding its way into social orientations. The present narrative
also focuses on human beings and individual values, trying to connect hu-
mans to their environment. Conflict and interaction between characters as
independent people and their dealings with others are considered modern
concepts of dialogism. Words in relation to other words also form the sub-
text. Therefore, the liberal approach based on the individual is discarded.
Whatisimportantto Bakhtinisthe type of relationship between peopleand
allthe interactions of real life, including art. He bases all the components of
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his philosophy on the concept of communication and dialogue. The concept of otherness and outside views on cognition is
considered one of the most prominent areas of Bakhtin’s dialogism in philosophy. Art and life in the time-space chronotope
are elementsthatrespondtothe humanlived experience. Both are forms of representation which can only be understoodin
dialogue. Hence, awareness of the truth becomes possible with the help of others, objectified in the reciprocal relationship
between the individual and society, and carnivalism in opposition to official fétes is celebrated as a temporary liberation
from the established order with the aim of destroying the ruling authority. Based on a special model of the spectacle, the
carnival also borders between art and life. By presenting the concept of medieval carnivals in line with the theory of the
grotesque, Bakhtin brings a liberating experience to human beings in the transition from one form to another, indicating an
ease of artistic imagination and joyful liberation from conventional limitations. The grotesque in the arts and literature is
also considered a push-and-pull, change, or major confusion. Goals: this research aimed to analyze the concept of otherness
and carnivalism in the manuscript of the story of Seyf ol-Mol{k and Badi’ ol-Jamal based on Bakhtin’s thought. Question:
The main question of the present research is how to analyze the relationship between the self, other, and carnivalism in the
textandillustrations of the manuscript of the story of Seyf ol-Mollk and Badi’ ol-Jamal based on Bakhtin’s thought, and how
to investigate the expression of its similarities and differences in the narration of the story and type of illustrations in this
version? Research Methodology: thisis a descriptive research with an analytical approach. Data was collected in libraries by
note-taking and image reading. The qualitative data analysis method was used. Results: The findings of the research show
that the relationship between the self and the other can be discussed in a reciprocal connection between form and content
in the manuscript of the story of Seyf ol-MolUk and Badi’ ol-Jamal. Therefore, dialogism between the narrative elements
and illustrations of this ancient version is objectified with the presence of others and reveals a specific position. Describing
a different aspect of Seyf ol-Mol{k’s life as a prince who sets out on a journey in search of his beloved Badi’ ol-Jamal turns
the monologic discourse into a polyphony in the context of carnivalism. The most important function of the carnival spirit is
breaking down borders and disregarding the hierarchy of power. Among its features, one can name the mask, celebration,
multiplicity of characters, and confrontation between life and death. The diversity of characters has expanded the carnival
worldinthe workand set the stage for a deep and lasting connectionintheillustrations and narration of the story. Power has
been mocked and people have been focused onin the carnival spirit. Theillustrations of the story of Seyf ol-MolUk and Badi’
ol-Jamal in the One Thousand and One Nights collection are a measure of culture and analysis of confrontational dialogue
between people and abominable creatures who are colorful at the same time, accompanied with the dual sensation of the
positive and negative. The figure of a div with human and animal characteristics displaying grotesque features is central
to the narration and its characterization. Another point in Seyf ol-Mol(k attaining individual consciousness as a powerful
prince is the principle that only another person can make it possible to attain consciousness. Therefore, the absence of a
monologic discourse and hearing the voice of the other character outlines the significance of the relationship between the
self and other, and putting forward the idea of carnivalism leads to the displacement and reversal of the existing affairs in
the narration and characterization of the manuscript of Seyf ol-Mol(k and Badi’ ol-Jamal. This, in turn, reverses all values.
The illustrations depict the stories of reality and the supernatural, love and marriage, power and punishment, and wealth
and poverty; and by plotting one story after the other, it leans towards the displacement and reversal of affairs. At the same
time, creating different qualities of carnivalism such as dual characters displays festive elements and rebellious traits in the
narration of the story. The defamiliarization value of the illustrations is in the use of elements of carnivalism for the body of
characters, focusing on the human form and attributes. The exhilaration seen in the animal forms combined with human
characteristics can be asign of renewal, which isin agreement with Bakhtin’s theory of the grotesque. This is why conditions
forthestructure of the dialogue reveal afacet of deathand rebirthinthe spirit of carnival.

Keywords: Otherness, Carnival, Manuscript, Seyf ol-Moluk and Badi’ ol-Jamal, Bakhtin.
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