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The Modern Characteristics of the Teachings of the
International Bauhaus School Based on the Societal
Functioning of Aesthetic Theory of Hans van Manen

Abstract:

Hans Van Manen, based on a systematicapproach, assessed artinamodern
society. His main purposein his theory is to develop comprehensive models
which may organize artisticworlds. He believes social developments are the
result of theimpact of art on promotion of economic, social, and education-
al quality. His main purpose of studies is to answer this question: What does
art do? His method concerns tools and ways through which artistic values,
in systems other than aesthetics, may find functional positions. According
to his view, there are two important challenging tasks of modern artistic so-
ciety defined as: (1) Assessing impact of internal and external conditioning
of organizational structures of production, distribution, and reception areas
-inrelationtowhatartsdoinasociety;and(2) Therelation between aesthet-
ics and other relationships. Nevertheless, considering the chances of func-
tioning of art in a society and meaning of materialization of its values in a
society, we need to pay attention to the bond between systems. The theory
of societal functioning of art proposed by Hans Van Manen focuses on social
value of an artwork as much as its aesthetic value in a way that according
to him, growth and continuity of art works depend on societal functioning.
Manen seriously tries to, through sociological theories, boost social power
of different forms of art, so according to organizational results of theories,
he ultimately organizes the function of art in a society. Therefore, Bauhaus
school, which is leading concerning both aspects of availing social power of
artsand capabilities of organizations to organize societal functioning of arts,
spots light on angles of Manen'’s theory. We may say there are two principal
attitudes to define art called attitude of functioning and attitude of policy.
As far as the former is concerned, an artwork demonstrates distinct func-
tions of art, and as far as the latter is concerned, an artwork is created ac-
cording to specific laws and policies. These systems impact artistic and so-
cietal functioning of arts in a way that primary effective example of it may
be seeninthe world of practical arts in the international school of Bauhaus.
Bauhaus was the first well-known international institute which developed a
concrete attitude towards modern design and its relationship with illustra-
tive culture. Bauhaus’s modernistic iconoclasm was more than an empiri-

cism attitude developed by the official plan of school to globalize rationality derived from modern thought. Bauhaus school,
which was founded in the industrialized society after war, changed method of education and thinking about art and design.
Before the foundation of this school, teaching official arts was rooted in academic methods of 17th century. Through re-
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The Modern Characteristics of the Teachings of the International Bauhaus School Based on the Societal Functioning of
Aesthetic Theory of Hans van Manen

forming education structure, promoting quality of education provided by schools, and internationaliinteractions - relations,
Bauhaus could impact other schools. Bauhaus school demonstrated innovative and sometimes experimental attitudes for
selecting appropriate teachers and students, so developed innovative style in all educational areas. Since the 1920's, their
educational attitudes have had multiple changes. However, they led to “basic design education” through many educational
discussions and reports. Trying to develop visual thinking capabilities and helping mental, cognitive, and intuitive capabili-
ties of students underpinned this attitude. As the result, through this method, they scouted talents, so people could select
theirartisticattitudes through discovering their abilities. The purpose of the study is to know and assess Bauhaus’s teachings
as a turning point in modernity according to the theory of societal functioning of aesthetic values of Manen. The principal
research question here is: What are the characteristics of modern teachings of Bauhaus international school according to
Manen’s theory of societal functioning? In terms of quality, the research methodology is descriptive-analytic analysis based
ona historical attitude, collecting data as a library, and observing impacts of this school. Data analyzed using Manen’s theory
of societal functioning. Materialization of artisticvaluesin a society not only requires appropriate conditions based on which
people may have alarge sharein aesthetic experiences, butalso conditions based on which these experiences may take root
inasocial structure and find meaning. Then facilities of structure among different social systems, especiallyamong the ones
of artistic, educational, and social life considered. Since the foundation of this school until now, Bauhaus’s teachings and
reactions to them have impacted design, architectural, fine arts, and education areas. Indeed, this school left fundamental
impacts on these areas. Even when this school existed, its ideas, principles, and methods left impacts which went beyond
borders of Germany. Bauhaus’simpacts were released through public relations by media of production and sale of products,
presenting artistic products of its members in addition to educational methods. These impacts demonstrate many innova-
tive studies conducted concerning theimpact of the mostinnovative artinstitute in the 20th century a century after its foun-
dation. Bauhaus’s attempt to import art and design to the daily lives of people and this school’s support of inter-disciplinary
actinvisual culture influenced in two different ways. First, it influenced educational structures and their scientific theories,
andsecond, itinfluenced through impacts they left on modern artists, and they practiced themin their art works. The event
in which aesthetic relationships are organized is distribution area. We emphasize distribution area organizes its relations
with other systems other than artistic system. Methods which are used, including separating aesthetic events from other
systems to adding them to the functions of other systems, may determine potential areas of aesthetic - cognitive cognitions.
However, during the preceding decade, blurring of borders of different social systems not only was not in favor of societal
functioning of art but also economics and politics areas had dangers for it. Considering Bauhaus’s conditions of sale and
distribution of products, objects should be produced in a way that the public to be able to reach it. Furthermore, beneficia-
ries such as the ones of Bauhaus found using arts is good for fulfilling their economic and political interests without using art
based onitsinherentvalues. Therefore, inherent values of art should be mainly considered important. Bauhaus was led by a
holistic concept which included democratic purposes, and especially it focused on cultural, social, and economic conditions
of design. The best recognition of Bauhaus’s achievements took place in 1996 when Bauhaus’s places in Weimar & Dessau
wereincluded in UNESCO World Heritage. This study focuses on the role of Bauhaus International School in production, dis-
tribution, and receiving concepts of art and societal functioning. To assess the existing relationship between this school and
artistic concepts, Bauhaus and Manen'’s theory concerning function of art used. Based on the findings of study, the result
obtained that Bauhausinternational school developedin relation to holistic social systems, and Bauhaus’s factors are in par-
allel with Manen’s theory of societal functioning of aesthetic values; but teachings and purposes are always highly exposed
to risk because societies and people do not always find the chances to enjoy inherent values of art, while itis only aesthetic
andartisticrelationship may provide societal functioning.

Tosumup, this paper proposed and analyzed that educational system of Bauhaus school is one of the examples realized Ma-
nen’s theory of societal functioning of aesthetics, and finally, it outlines in a table the how of Bauhaus’ social ideals based on
thefactorstheorized by Manen.

Keywords:Bauhaus, educational structure, modernism, functional theory of art, Hans van Manen.
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