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. Colonel Charles Stoddart.
. Nikolaj Pavlov.

. Jules Richard.

Fochetti.

Luigi Pesce.

. Antonio Gianuzzi.

. Luigi Montabone.

. August Karl Krziz.
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10. Frenchman Francois Carlhian.
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11. Henri de Couliboeuf de Bloqueville.
12. Nikolai VladimirovichKhanykov.
13.A. de Bar.
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22.Sir Joseph Tholozan.
23. Middle East Centre Archive.
24. Ernst Emil Herzfeld.
25. Wet-Collodion process.

26.Cynotye.
27.Stereoscopic Photography.
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29. Harley.

SN S o)la e F 350l oKl (6550 allsuls Jluzws SGL Yo
Cewlodsarsgs laiwsolslasglabanis sl ) ¥
6l wlSe 55 palllal 5108525 p5ull 8 523 51055 Ko 4 sl Lt oS 3525 Jdo s ol ol sl S olSailpalls s 3hzea Y'Y
.Ca..:‘OJ“boL:Z:Of..\JL..aU@Mﬁ)bﬁ&l@éﬂkﬂjomwoyﬂbb
95 ool luhs di 090 50w lSe Hlgre b ulSe sola gz gie liadgullaio 5l a5 as sblasbewlSe GLS o 5 ¥Y
3ol sl padle e SEIT LS )0 5.5 9 VAP padldsliwlis o . (FYAWAY . ol d ST 0y) Glo so 9l s ogancialy Yoo 5 YAY 5 YAF 5 YN sl o g
ot eS8 ol 5 i IS il sl oS Lol s iz ol nlotols 3U IS (5310 ol 5
zdodslin g gan dalie 0 a5l o)Ll YA ag.l#F
a.e,&ujlu&‘Sf‘abaujwicjaso..\,oiwbowwlic\Y‘ooJLw)aAS)l?léa.ﬁb*cjlu&c)Le,?Ja.&éd)L&PyT‘QL:;WKCISgL:-S)a Rai
gz o uSe ol (Ao g A5 £8 g TV VAT (Ll g Lo 4 5. ) ool o0y s VAP Ko pgall o) Lot a5 et tilin (gl ymadl 1573 e
ol 158 9 28503, S il s ook S g 5L LSS o Josealy ool g oL cypll ol g s 51l B bl
0 S0 el 0dal aiow (el SFE G ol GUS )8 ygolis oS I (1 g >l (Ko g 59l ol domane uSie 93 LolSe YO
(B engs anli;0) (W VoY WAY (LSl g ) Lans
36.Zincograph prints.
37. Phototype prints.

38. Photolithograph prints.
39. Galvanoplastic (electrotype) prints.
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adecisive role in the process of photo album’s being formed including those of Neyshabur’s, since these pieces of informa-
tionresultin completing other aspects of historiography of photographyin Neyshabur, and reading of the photos.

Then, taking into account the data and the reading of the photos, and in order to test the research hypothesis, it was aimed
to see the reports entailed in Neyshabur’s photos in the Qajar era, along with the goals for which the reports were photo-
graphed and their function, the identifiable styles in the photos along with the dominant style of the photos of the era, the
photographical arrangements the photographers enjoyed in representing Neyshabur, and ultimately the commonalities in
the findings to be accounted as the main features of Neyshabur’s photography in the Qajar era in order to provide a unique
reading of Neyshabur’s photographyintheEra.

This research was done with descriptive-analytical method. Its data has been collected using library documents, Image
sourcesandinterviews.

The findings of the study revealed that AghaReza Akasbashi (1904), Mirza HussainAli (1921), and AbdullahMirza Qajar
(1932) photographed in Qajar’s era in Neyshabur. Based on the information at hand, local and foreigner photographers did
not photograph Neyshabur in the era of Qajar. With respect to the fact that the photographs were in line with general goals
of trips and missions of those photographers, and taking into account the photos taken by these people, photos of Ney-
shaburinQajar’s eracanbe possibly considered to be paralleled with Iran’s photography.

Three categories of pictorial reports were identified in photos, common functions of which can lead to development
of awareness and real experience of places and people, along with the chance for observing remote areas including Ney-
shabur, possibility of a better understanding of kingdom span for the King, maintaining pictorial list and completing visual
map, forming pictorial archive of people, and demonstration and announcement of the power of the central government.

If photos where the landscapes revolve around historical and religious monuments, palaces, and royal camping could be
considered aslandscape photography cases, topography yet constitutes the subject of the majority of the photos.

In representing Neyshabur of Qajar’s era, other commonalities such as utilizing humans in the frame, writing the captions
on the margin or the photos, and composition and point of view were seen in the works of the photographers (Table 2). Of
the 23 photos, People and only men were present, four photos were portraits, and presence of people in the other photos
was supposed to be used for scaling the monument. People were present as documents, layout, or a combination of both.
Composition was seen based on balance and symmetry, and at times similar to each other. In some cases, new frames were
seen. Point of view and composition, which were photographers’ choices and out of King’s, were here a tool to show King’s
dominance overthe place. With approachingthe end of Naser al-Din Shah’s era and the position of King’s being weakened as
the main axis of visionin the Country, significant changes were seenin choosing a point of view from high.

Dependingonthe presence of the Kingonthe trip, captions were used to serve for enriching the experience and maintaining
a better reading of the photo for the King, and to complete citation-based aspect for the future generations. In the photos of
AghaReza and Husseinali, captions have been applied inside the photos or on the margins for introducing the place, people,
the venue, and indicating the King’s presence (royal camps), while AbdullahMirza Qajar’s photos, through a structured way
both visually and in terms of content, introduced the place and the people along with descriptive and detailed information.
The captions along with the photos are able to provide comprehensive reports and pieces of information to the King for the
tripshewasn’tpresenton.

Similar pictorial reports with common functions, identification of dominant styles in photos and concurrent meanings in
selected subjects and commonalities in photographical arrangements such as the quality of representation of people and
photo information along the photos, composition, and points of view with similar functions can all be taken into account as
the main components of photography of Neyshabur in the Qajar’s era, all of which form a unique reading of photography of
Neyshaburin the Era. I should note that the findings of the research are based on the reading of taken photos in Neyshabur,
and maynotbe generalizable to other photosin Iran’s history of photography, and yet be facilitator for future research.

Keywords: The History of Photography of Neyshabur, Qajar’s Photography, AghaReza Akasbashi, Mirza HussainAli, Abdul-
lahMirza Qajar
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Abstract:

Photography entered Iran in 1842, three years after its invention. With the
reigning of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar being started, he soon realized the con-
siderable function of photography in governing the Country, and along with
taking photos of his harem and internal parts of his palace, he recruited a
number of photographers and sent them all over Iran in order for them to
photograph whatever that seemed important and remarkable. Neyshabur
was a destination for these photographers, and each of them, according to
theirgoaland knowledge, depicted Neyshaburin their works and photos.
With respect to the lack of a source to have investigated the history of pho-
tography in Neyshabur, it seems a must to conduct a study as a harbinger of
this historiography. Therefore, the present study aims to present the history
of photography in Neyshabur in the era of Qajar, and to investigate photog-
raphy statusin Neyshaburin the history of photography of Iran, and to shed
light upon its aspects and features. Moreover, through reading the photos
taken out of this investigation, and studying its features, reasons, and con-
ditions, it examines the hypothesis whether there are common charac-
teristics in the photographs of Neishabur during the Qajar era that can be
listed as the main characteristics of Neyshabour’s photography and these
characteristics lead us to a single reading of Neyshabour’s photography in
this period. A different structure is apparently needed to achieve such goals
and such a hypothesis, and a number of questions are posed which are an-
sweredineach section.

In investigating the arrival of photography in Iran, and in a more meticu-
lous look upon the arrival of photography in Khorasan province of Iran, it is
aimed to inquire the relationship between the photos of the area with the
totality of photographyin Qajar’s era. Furthermore, the study aims to study
the status of photography of Neyshabur in the history of Khorasan’s pho-
tography through collecting historical accounts as to Khorasan’s photogra-
phy through written and visual sources and with respect to the fact that the
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possible destination of photographers was Mashhad, on the way of which they passed Neyshabur. Besides presenting the
history of photography in Neyshabur, the study helps to gain a more complete understanding of different functions of pho-
tographyfortheKing. Takinginto account such functionslater resulted in forming photo albums of the Qajarera.

Afteridentifying the photographers, it seems to be necessary and vital to investigate the lifestyle and the influential factors
ontheir photography along with some themes and quality of photography in the era of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, which plays

L 4
*Thisarticleis extracted fromaresearch project entitled “A Semioticreading on the Representation of the placein the photos
of non-native photographers from Neyshabur (Qajar and the first Pahlavi)” which was concluded on 24/1/2022 between
Neyshabur University and the author.






