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baselines and consequently the base of the writing elements are rounded
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the rule of good layout (Hosn-e waz’) is overshadowed. Accordingly, the
main purpose of this paperis a structural criticism and formal analysis of the
decorative Kuficinscriptions of Samanid slip-painted potteries based on the
principles and rules of calligraphy and the principles of the epigraphy based
on the rule of good layout, through the composition (Tarkib) and baseline Farhad Khosravi Bizhaem

PhD, Assistant Professor, Depart-
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Art university of Isfahan, Isfahan,
of slip-painted potteries according to the rule of good layout?” and “What Iran. (Corresponding Author).

(Korsi). In order to know the technical values, the visual qualities, and the
aesthetic aspects the current article also seeks to answer these two ques-
tions; “What are the structure and features of the decorative Kufic scripts

effect have these features had on the visual quality and aesthetic aspects Email: f.khosravi@aui.ac.ir.
of the inscriptions?” So, the present study analyzed 17 slip-painted potter-
ies from the Samanid era (9th and 10th century AD/ 3rd and 4th century DOI:

AH) with the Kufic inscriptions with a descriptive-analytical approach and 10.22051/jtpva.2023.43781.1508

through library studies. In general, Kufic elements are imprinted on these
potteries in three central, radial and peripheral positions. Among these,
only the inscriptions on the inner border of the potteries that were written
usingthe stencil technique were selected (applying a thick layer of colorand
removing waste by usingasharptool).

In this article, first, the twelve principles of calligraphy were briefly defined
suchasqowwa (boldness), za'f (faintness), sath (straightness), dawr (round-
ness), so‘tid (heightening), nozll (lowering), nesba or tamasob (propor-
tion), tarkib (composition), korsi (baseline), osdl (elements), safa (refine-
ment) and $an (dignity). Then, based on the priority and its limitations in

inscriptions, it was concluded that the best criterion for measuring inscrip-

tions is the rule of good layout. According to the opinions of Ibn Mugla and
Abi Hayyan Tawhidi, good layout is under two general rules of composition
(Tarkib-e kolli: Tansil or Tansiq and Tarkib-e joz'1: Ta'lif or Tafriq) and baselines (Tasteir or Tawfig) and theyindicate.

In the studied inscriptions, all single letters (Mufradat) are subordinate to vertical and circular horizontal baselines. The tall
letters (Alifat, Afrashtes) are placed in the range of middle to upper baselines and belong to the dominant radial and perspec-
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tive axes. Elongations (Maddat) are also located due to the concave of the horizontal baselines and the intersection of the
vertical baselines. Round letters (Davayer) arein line with verticaland horizontal baselines.

Two types of connections link the writing system and the decorative system. The first type of connection, Dang (the width of
the pen) does not change much and in terms of substance, it follows the structure of the script. This creates various types of
knotted Kufic, interlaced (Muagqad) and intertwined (Mushabbak). The second type is a connection in which the width of
the pen hasanoticeable change, and it brings out the nail-shaped (Muzahhar) foliated (Muvarraq) and floriated (Muzahhar)
Kufic. The decorations of the tall letters are nail-shaped, foliated and floriated, but the interference of written and geomet-
rical elements also leads to knotted forms, which are usually done between the middle and upper baseline - the middle
third. Semi-tall letters (Nim-afrashtes) are often nail-shaped and foliated and do not exceed the subsidiary middle baseline.
Elongations are sometimes closed with floriated ‘s rising spiral decorations, which creates a balance between positive and
negative space. Sometimes, contrary to the elongated nature of the elongations, the decorative system is connected to the
main body of script with the last ascent with the vertical baseline and goes up to the uppermost baseline. The circular letters
have foliated and floriated decorations that go all the way to the upper baseline. But inverted circular letters only end with
foliated decorations and usually the elongations before them have decorative additions. Circular letters sometimes retain
the inherent aspect of their form when facing decorations; That means if the decoration is removed, the readability of the
letters will not be reduced. Sometimes the legibility of circular letters depends more on the decorative system and if the dec-
orations are removed, they lose their essence. The third group of circular letters is also written simply and almost regularly,
and additional decorations are added with a little distance from the main body of the letters. These joints usually go beyond
thefirstbaseline and settle between the subsidiary horizontal and uppermost horizontal baselines.

Composition in decorative Kufic -unlike the six scripts- does not adhere to certain rules and restrictions; It means that the
letters can be elongated anywhere inthe word or sentence, join the decorative elements or become a decorative system. For
this reason, the Epigraphists took advantage of this characteristic of Kufic in the composition and used symmetry, balance,
equipoise, repeatand rhythm. Symmetry -does not mean the exact matching of the letters on both sides of the axis, but their
formal similarity-in the two main vertical (Alifat) and horizontal (Maddat) movements on the axis of symmetry of the vertical
baselines (tangent to the diameter of the imaginary circle in the dishes) have appeared. The tall letters are written parallel
tothe vertical baselines, and in the symmetry of each one, usually another tall letter, a circular letter or an elongated letter is
placed; which has reached the uppermost baseline due to the plant decorative system. Also, according to the criterion of the
vertical baseline, the elongations are symmetrical on the middle baseline. Foliated and floriated additional decorations play
a significant role in the symmetry of the composition; Because it compensates for the length difference of the letters and
parallels the elongation of the Maddat in the middle baseline, it gives coherence to the decorative system on the uppermost
baseline.

Repetition, as one of the factors affecting symmetry, can be seen in the writing and decorative system of these inscriptions.
The tall letters (especially alif (1), 1am (1) or twisted lam-alif (Y)) are stretched evenly and symmetrically, usually from the
middle of the middle baseline to the uppermost baseline. The base of the elongations such as the belt around the dishes is
sweptandin parallel with those separated decorative elements, are placed in the firstand second baselines. In addition, the
floriated decorations have reached an upper baseline with the uptrend of letters, and its stems have been repeated. Semi-
tallletters and circular letters have been written at certain distances on the middle baseline, leading to a rhythmic repetition
and symmetry generally. The proper placement of these elements is the result of the predetermined elongation of Maddat
and maintaining the distance between the letters. Symmetry and repetition have created a kind of continuity, unity and har-
monyin theinscription, it has led to the equality of positive and negative spaces (blackness and whiteness or sawad o bayaz)
and has caused balance and equipoise. Due to the systematic and regular positioning of the written and decorative system
onthe horizontal baselines, by moving to upper baselines, decorations move more freely and thus reduce the visual weight.
The combination of geometrical and writing system is done either in elongations or in the tall letters which have abase on a
middle baseline. The knotted decorations, which are visually heavier, are also based on the middle baselines. In this way, it
canbeconcludedthatbaselines have played a prominentroleinthe equipoise of visual elements.

Keywords: Epigraphy, Decorative Kufic, Good layout, Baselines, Composition, Slip-painted Pottery.
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