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A Comparative Study of the “IYI” Symbol in Iran, Mesopotamia, and European Paintings of Jesus’ (PBUH) Crucifixion Until the

Beginning of the 16th Century

A Comparative Study of the “IYI” Symbol in Iran,
Mesopotamia, and European Paintings of Jesus’
(PBUH) Crucifixion Until the Beginning of the 16th

Century

Abstract:

Symbolic concepts and symbols have always been essential for expressing
ritualistic and religious thoughts in artworks. Chalipa, or the Persian/Aryan
cross, is a symbol rooted in ancient mythology. This symbol is strongly con-
nected to Mithraism and attributed to the Aryan people and the territory of
Iran. Although the cross often brings to mind Christ (PBUH) and the Chris-
tianreligion, its pattern embodies numerousreligious and ancient concepts
that date back to Mesopotamia and Iran. The cross in Christianity symbol-
izes the sacrifice of Jesus Christ (PBUH) and his crucifixion for humanity’s
salvation. Even the act of drawing the sign of the cross represents the Holy
Trinity, and in religious ceremonies, it is regarded as a prayer by the priest.
Christian tradition has greatly enriched the symbolism of the cross, embed-
dingitwithinthe history of salvation and the Savior’s sufferings. Thus, in Eu-
ropean paintings, the crucifixion of Christ (PBUH) has become a significant
andenduring motifin Westernart.

The crossis one of the archetypal symbols appearingin various formsacross
human civilizations. In fact, it has taken on different formsin culturaland re-
ligious contexts. The “Y” cross, also known as the forked cross, is another
Christian symbol. This cross gained popularity in Western European paint-
ings starting in the 13th century and eventually spread to other parts of
the world. Moreover, the discovery of the “IYI” cross symbol in the rock art
of the Khomein region—and its widespread occurrence in many locations
across Iran—demonstrates a continuity of cultural roots shared global-
ly. These symbols are more abundant and often older in Iran compared to
other regions. The “IYI” symbol, also known as “Homaye Saadat” in Iranian
tradition, is a universal motif found in the petroglyphs of the Timreh region.
Dating back to 2300 BCE, this symbol was used in Iranian civilization as “Ho-
maye Saadat.” In the West, it is similarly interpreted as a divine reference.
Because of its symmetry, the symbol may be linked to a prayerful theme,
suggesting: “May God grant me happiness in this world and the afterlife.”
This symbol predominantly appears in cave and mountain paintings in Iran.
Additionally, traces of the “IYI” symbol have been observed in various parts

of the world, including southern England, Italy, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Romania, Central Asia, and the Caucasus. Itis a

revered symbolamong ChristiansandJewsin Europe.

The similarity of these symbolic signs is evident in Bulgaria’s mud inscriptions, flags, Kolah Ghabr Khan-e Kubart (a Bulgari-
an emperor’s relic), Varnai stone inscriptions, Pliska inscriptions, lvanovo Church wall paintings, and artifacts like the doors

Document Type:
Original/Research/Regular Article
Receive Date: 08 April 2023
Accept Date: 05 November 2023

Fariba Khorasani Nejad

M.A. in Painting, Faculty of Art,
Shahed University, Tehran, Iran.
Email: f.khorasani8 @yahoo.com

Mohsen Marasy

(Corresponding Author), Assistant
Professor of Art Research De-
partment, Faculty of Art, Shahed,
University, Tehran, Iran.

Email: marasy@shahaed.ac.com

DOI:
10.22051/jtpva.2023.43376.1497




, Biquarterly, Scholarly Journal of Theoretical Principles of Visual Arts

of the Great Pope’s church, Roman Catholic Church art, and coins discovered in southern England. Similarly, this symbol
has been found in Iran’s tomb of Sheikh Safiuddin Ardabili (in Islamic-period architecture), on the tombstones of Qashqai
nomads, and in the mountains surrounding Khomein, Golpayegan, Marlik, and Shahrekord cemeteries. Furthermore, two
montages featuring this symbolare located in Niavaran Palace.

The purpose of this research is to explore the origins of the “IYI” cross symbol in Mesopotamia and Iran and uncover the
relationships and influence between Iranian and Christian art. This study employs a comparative approach within the
framework of Jung’s theories. The research method is descriptive and analytical, relying on data collected from document
reviews, field studies, and observations of related artworks from Mesopotamia, Iran, and European paintings. The collected
datahave beenanalyzed qualitatively.

Findings from this study reveal that the cross predates Christianity, with origins tracing back to early human civilizations.
According to researchers, the cross is a universal symbol representing spirituality and the ideal human form. Therefore, the
Chalipais not exclusive to Aryan or Christian traditions but has appeared as a universal symbol in the cultures of Mesopota-
mia, Sumer, China, India, the Celts, and Greece. The “Y” cross and the “IYI” symbol in Mesopotamian art are often depictedin
non-abstract forms and can be recognized within human and animal figures. For instance, a bas-relief of the goddess Ishtar
from the early Babylonian civilization (18th—19th centuries BCE) portrays a winged female figure with outstretched arms,
flanked symmetrically by owls at her feet. Although her posture does not fully form a “Y” shape, similar patterns appear in
representations of Gilgamesh and the animal gods of Mesopotamiaand Iran, forming the “IYI” template.

Archaeologists suggest that Lorestan bronze idols resemble Gilgamesh, the legendary Mesopotamian hero, often depict-
ed holding two lion cubs or similar animals. Ghirshman theorizes that these idols represent the god Soroush, symbolizing
justice and serving as a reminder of the animal gods. The primary form of these idols closely aligns with the “IYI” symbol,
featuring a “Y”-shaped figure with symmetrical animals. Decorative variations in the idols emphasize curves in animal bod-
ies, while Nazribronze plates and cylindrical seals reveal correspondences with the “IYI” motif. Achaemenid-period cylinder
seals also display the evolution of Ishtar’s figure into the “IYI” symbol. For instance, an Achaemenid king is depicted as an
animal godin designsaligning with thistemplate.

The results of this research highlight the cross’s widespread use as a religious, ritualistic, and decorative symbol across stud-
ied civilizations. Historical records show that the cross and the “IYI” symbol are more prevalent in Eastern cultures than in
Europe. Traces of these symbols appearin Mesopotamian and Iranian reliefs, cylindrical seals, and other artifacts. Examples
from Iraninclude Lorestan bronzes, Achaemenid seals, and rock art, illustrating how these symbols transitioned into Chris-
tianart. Christian artistsincorporated the “IYI” symbolinto compositions of Christ’s crucifixion, transformingitinto a distinct
Christianreligious symbol.

Keywords: Archetype, Jung, Symbol of “IYI”, Mesopotamia, Paintings of Jesus (PBUH).
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