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An Analysis of the Symbolic Meanings of the Colours and Shapes of
the Gods Ra and Horus in Egyptian Works of Art

Abstract:

Gods are very important in ancient Egyptian
civilization and art. Egyptian gods, like the god
Ra (god of the sun) and the god Horus (god
of the sky), were sources from nature. Symbols
have been used a lot in Egyptian art. Egyptian
art is symbolic and symbolic art, and Egyptian
artists have used these symbols in their works
of art. The colours used by them were also
symbolic and had meaning. According to the
position of each deity, Egyptian artists have
used different colours, animals and shapes in
the appearance of these deities. Artists have
used a human body, animal head and face (fal-
con) in the representation of god Ra and god
Horus. The statistical population of this re-
search is the Egyptian works of art in which
the gods Ra and Horus are depicted; such as:
mural, relief and stelae or inscribed stones in
temples and tombs. The author tries to answer
the question of this research with the descrip-
tive-analytical research method and by collect-
ing information with a library method, which is
the relationship between the symbolic concept
of the colours and forms of the gods Ra and
Horus in Egyptian paintings and reliefs with
their characteristics and positions. What is the
mythology of the mentioned gods? The pur-
pose of this research is to study the appearance
of Ra and Horus in Egyptian works of art.

Egyptian art is a symbolic art that is a combi-
nation of eternalism, religion, immortality and
belief in the afterlife. Egyptian artists always
reflected the good aspects of life in their works
and used colour to bring the figures to life. The
remains of this civilization date back to 5000
BC. until 3000 BC. Egyptian civilization in the
transition period (from hunting to agriculture)
like other civilizations that were formed by the
big rivers, It was created by the Nile River. Na-
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ture is very important for Egyptians and
their gods originated from nature. The gods
of the sun have special importance in differ-
ent tribes and nations such as Egypt. In the
Egyptian civilization, there have been many
gods, each of which had a place; Like: god
Ra (god of the sun), Anubis (god of death,
dead and burial), Horus (god of the sky),
Osiris (god of the underworld), Bes (god of
marriage), Khepri (god of life changes), Set,
also known as Seth and Suetekh, (god of
chaos) and, etc. . Egyptian artists have used
different and diverse colours, animals and
shapes in depicting the gods, according to
their positions. These colours, animals and
shapes each have a symbol in Egyptian cul-
ture. Animals have been symbolic figures
in Egyptian art. The images of these gods
are used in architecture, ornaments, sculp-
tures, murals, reliefs, inscribed stones, etc.
The statistical population of this research
1s murals and reliefs in tombs, catacombs,
temples and stelae. Egyptian artists used six
colours, green, blue, red, yellow, white and
black. According to the statistical popula-
tion, the main question and the purpose of
the current research; in this research, blue,
yellow, red and white colours have been in-
vestigated more. In addition, it has inves-
tigated the symbolic concepts of animals,
nature and shapes. The present research
tries to answer the question and purpose
of this research with the descriptive-ana-
lytical method and collecting information
in a library method, so that by examining
the statistical population of this research,
the apparent, conceptual and symbolic sim-
ilarities and differences of these two deities
can be determined. The data of this re-
search is qualitative. The statistical popula-
tion of this research is Egyptian works of
art (murals, reliefs and stone inscriptions).
The sampling of this research is purposeful
and by selecting the works in which there
is a colour depiction of the gods Ra and
Horus. First, with the descriptive method;
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It defines the myth, Egyptian civilization,
Egyptian art and symbolic concepts, and
then analyses the symbolic concepts of co-
lours and shapes used in the depiction of
God Ra and Horus in Egyptian works of
art.

In every culture and civilization, colours,
shapes, nature, animals. have symbols that
are rooted in the past of that civilization.
In Egyptian art and motifs, every sign and
pattern has a symbolic meaning and re-
ligious beliefs. The combination of these
motifs together is a religious story and a
religious epic, for example, the eagle is a
symbol of royalty and ambition, the circle
is the symbol of the sun god, the scepter is
the symbol of royalty, the key is the sym-
bol of life, the lion is the symbol of power,
and the snake is the symbol of Pharaoh’s
supreme law.

According to the agreement of most au-
thors, the beginning of symbolic thought
goes back to prehistory or the last part of
the Paleolithic era. Another manifestation
of mythology is its pictorial form; Myths
are not always in the form of stories and
narratives, but can be transformed into
carvings. Pictorial expression is symbolic
expression. In order to understand it, the
depicted symbols must be translated into
words so that they can be digested, but the
mythological man did not need to translate
these meanings and codes because he had
learned the mystery of these mythological
images from his ancestors. Mythological
images were shown in rituals, and customs.
Since ancient times, colours have always
been around humans and had an impact on
humans. Colour is one of the most import-
ant tools and means of expression in works
of art. People in every culture and often re-
gardless of their culture, react sensitively
to colours. In history, colour has been as-
sociated with gods. Egyptian life is full of
colourful symbols. In the Egyptian culture,
the symbolic value of colours entered into



their works of art. The Egyptians used 6
main colours (red, yellow, blue, green, black
and white). By overlapping these colours,
various shades of colour are created. Egyp-
tians believed that colour is used not only
for the beauty of the work but also for its
perceived meaning. Also, they believed that
some colours are not only symbolic, but
have special powers or characteristics that
relate to different gods.

In order to understand these symbols, one
must understand their meaning in every
culture and civilization. Egyptian art and
culture also have symbols. By examining
the appearance characteristics of the gods
Ra and Horus, the present research has
achieved the connection between the sym-
bolic concept of the colours and shapes of
these gods in Egyptian paintings and reliefs
with the characteristics and mythological
status of them. Colours and shapes with
special meanings have been used in visual
depiction of god Ra, the sun god. His circu-
lar crown is a symbol of the sun and its red
colour is a symbol of power. On this crown,
there is a yellow snake, which is a symbol
of power and the yellow colour is a symbol
of the sun, immortality. In Egyptian reliefs
and murals, two colours are used for the
body colour of this god; Sometimes blue is
a symbol of the sky and its place, and some-
times red is a symbol of victory and power.
The head and face of this god is in the form
of afalcon, which is a symbol of power, sky
and sun. In Egyptian civilization, Horus is
considered the god of the sky. The colours
and shapes used in the appearance of this
deity express a special meaning. His crown
represents his kingdom over all of Upper
Egypt and Lower Egypt, which has a hy-
brid shape. The main body of this crown
is white, which is a symbol of renewed
life; The downward triangle of' the crown
means water and its red colour is a sym-
bol of victory and power; The spiral shape
above the crown symbolizes powertful forces

in red. This god with a red body is a symbol
of power and victory. The head and face of
Horus, the god of the whole sky, is in the
torm of a falcon. This bird has a meaning
of power and sky.

Keywords: Egyptian Civilization and Art,
God Ra, God Horus, Symbol, Colour.
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