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Hermeneutics.
Wilhelm Dilthey.
Martin Heidegger.
Hans-Georg Gadamer.
Richard H. Palmer.
Phenomenology.
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7. Hermeneutical Phenomenology.
8. Joel E. Weisenheimer.

9. Friedrich Daniel Ernst Schleiermacher.
10. ohann Gustav Droysen.

11. David E. Linge.

12. Anne Sheppard.

13. Georg Wilhelm Friedrich Hegel.
14.Jean Lacoste.

15. Jeff Malpas.

16. ontologic.

17.Hermios.

18. hermeneuin.

19. hermeneia.

20. Hermes.

21. hermeneutical.

22.Language.

23.to explain.

24.to translate.
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27.Techne.
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29. Aletheia.
30. Alexander Gottlieb Baumgarten.
31. Aesthetic.
32.Immanuel Kant.
33. Existence.
34. Alfred Leceing & Denis Dutton.
35.Rene Descartes.
36. Denis Diderot.
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- Gadamer, H.G.(1977). Philosophical Hermeneutics. (Translated by D. E. ling). California: University of California Press.

- Gadamer, H. G. (1986). The Relevance of the Beautiful and Other Essays. (Translated by N. Walker). Edited with Introduc-
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Man Interpretation of Artworks

(From the perspective of Gadamer’s Philosophical Hermeneutics)

Abstract:

When a person is confronted with an artwork, he speaks to it, reads it to
himself, and achieves a degree of understanding and interpreting of it. Dif-
ferent thinkers and philosophers have offered different theories about this
understanding and interpreting and what it is, and how to achieve it. The
scope of these theories can be considered as a subset of two ways of think-
ing, namely structuralism and hermeneutics in philosophy and humanities.
Structuralism seeks to methodize the understanding and interpreting of
social and cultural phenomena and resorts to linguistics and semiotics
through structures and patterns. Structuralisms speak with confidence and
certainty about scientific methods that will lead to achieving the final, ul-
timate, absolute, definitive, comprehensive and complete interpreting of
everything, including the art works. Hermeneutics is also known as the sci-
ence of understanding, human works, and interpretation of texts. Herme-
neutics also deals with the study of interpreting, human works, and the in-
terpretation of texts. If we consider two different forms for hermeneutics,
thefirst formis traditional hermeneutics, which follows the theories of bib-
lical interpretation. It was founded on the ideas of thinkers such as Schlei-
ermacher and Dilthey. The second form is contemporary or philosophical
hermeneutics, which deals with the theories of Martin Heidegger and
Hans-Georg Gadamer. Gadamer’s philosophical hermeneutics deals with
the study and philosophical exploration of interpreting and the necessary
conditions for it. Therefore, there are different perspectives that discuss
how to interpret the artworks. This study discusses how man interpret the
artworks from the perspective of the contemporary hermeneutics of Hans-
Georg Gadamer. Therefore, this research seeks to answer the question of
how man achieves an interpretation of artworks. The aim of the current re-
searchis to understand how to interpret art works from Gadamer’s point of
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view. The current research is “fundamental-theoretical” in terms of purpose and is presented as “interpretive-analytical”
in terms of nature and method, and “library” is term of data collection method, and in terms of analysis method is “qualita-
tive”. After studying the methods that are used in qualitative research for data analysis, the phenomenological method was
chosen with the approach of interpretive phenomenology or hermeneutic phenomenology, which was the most relevant
forthe nature of the research. This method is one of the most famous contemporary philosophies, which claims to interpret
concepts in order to penetrate them. Therefore, in this research, we will also doubt all the past existing interpreting of art
works and once again we will examine everything by the phenomenological method and from the perspective of Gadam-
er’s philosophical hermeneutics. Therefore, it first examines the concepts of “artwork”, “man”, and “interpretation” and
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*The presentstudyis based onthe studies of thefirstauthor’sdoctoral dissertation entitled “Architect’sinterpretation of
religious architecture” at University of Art under the guidance of the second and third author.
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its relation to understanding and Hermeneutics, and then examines how man interpret the art works from Gadamer’s per-
spective. Inconceptof “artwork”, the research explained whatartis, its relationship with techne, technology and aesthetics,
and pointed out the reduction of the study of art to aesthetics in the Renaissance era and after. Also, the discussion about
“man” and his position and dignity started from the Renaissance era and a fundamental change in the worldview of man.
Man turned from heaven to earth. In other words, the human intellectual world gradually broke away from the values and
thoughts with a supernatural orientation and turned to the thoughts and values related to the natural world and human life.
Asaresultof Cartesian thinking, man was placed inthe center and reached a new interpreting of concepts suchasartandart
works. Art was reduced to having a pleasant and artistic pleasure. And paying attention to instrumental and calculating rea-
son, natural sciences, and scientific methods leads man to dominate nature, But Heidegger and Gadamer deny the thinking
of their contemporaries. In concepts of “interpretation” and its relation to understanding and Hermeneutics, the existing
translations of hermeneutics in Persian language were referred to and finally the differences of opinion regarding the trans-
lation of this word were ignored and the meaning of “tointerpret” was considered for thisword.

With these prerequisites, the research focused on the interpreting of art works from Gadamer’s point of view. Gadamer’s
view on howtointerpretanartworksummarizedin seven key points:

First point: man interpreting of an artwork is not an immutable, final, comprehensive, and complete interpreting; because
man is always navigating this path and every time new ways appear in this path. Man, as an interpreter of artwork, will re-
ceive a manifestation of the truth of artwork at any point in time. Therefore, reaching certainty and a definitive answer has
noplaceininterpreting the artworkin philosophical hermeneutics. From Gadamer’s point of view, there cannot be a superi-
orinterpreting ofartwork, andinterpreting the artworkis an endless process and cannot be predicted.

Second point: interpreting the artwork is in many ways related to the concept of the game. These include going beyond the
usual experience, understanding their rulesand surrenderingtoit, havingan uncertain end, and not beinginstrumental.
Third point: The artwork does not always have the same meaning, there are always different and multiple interpretations of
anartwork, and differentinterpreters may provide differentinterpretations of the artwork. These interpretations will be dif-
ferent depending on the time horizon, historical perception of the interpreter and the relationship and interaction between
theartworkanditsinterpreter. The endless number of interpretations of an artworkis possible and natural.

Fourth point: The mental background and previous knowledge of the interpreter of the artwork has a significantimpact on
his interpreting of the art work. The combination of beliefs, traditions, and perceptions that man inherits from his ancestral
culture, society, and religion makes hisinterpreting.

These factors create a mentality for the interpreter of artwork in order to start a conversation with the artwork. When the
interpreter encounters an artwork, his understanding and orientation towards that artwork is influenced by the totality of
culturesandtraditions thatencompass his life and towhich the interpreter belongs.

Fifth point: interpreting of artwork also occurs when a person penetrates into the language. In other words, interacting with
the artwork leads to its interpretation. The interpreter of art work must first understand the language of art work, and a di-
alogue takes place between the interpreter and the art work. As a result, a common language is obtained. And interpreting
comesfromthiscommon language.

Sixth point: interpreting of artwork is achieved through the hermeneutic cycle and questions and answers between the art-
workanditsaudience.Seventh point: The time lag between the art work and the interpreter challenges the interpretation of
it. Paying attention to the history of the artwork causes the emergence of acommon language between the interpreter and
theartworkandbetterinterpreting.

Inshort, in the hermeneuticinterpreting of the artwork, Gadamer proposes the absence of an unchangeable, comprehen-
sive, complete, and final interpreting of the artwork. He proposes the entry of man into the artistic game. He points to the
existence of different and multiple interpretations of artwork. He considers the mental background and prior knowledge of
theinterpreter to be animportant pointin interpreting the artwork. He finds the artwork in dialogue and conversation with
man. He also considers the interpreting of artwork to be dependent on the understanding of the language of artwork. He
interprets reaching acommon language as a hermeneutic round. And finally, he introduces attention to time and history in
interpretingartwork.

Keywords: Interpretation, Artwork, Man, Hermeneutics, Gadamer.
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