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Elaboration on Mystical Concepts of the Ornaments in
the Holy Shrine of Razavi in the Safavid Era

(with Emphasis on the Atiq Yard)

Abstract:

One of the most important historical periods in which Iranian art and ar-
chitecture grow significantly is the Safavid era. The Safavids were Iranian
and Shiite descendants who ruled Iran for 221 years. With the officializa-
tion of Shiite religion, the presence of scholars and their training increased
during this period and multiple writings in all kinds of sciences, especially
religious were carried out, and in general, a cultural, religious movement
began. In this era, the topics such as jurisprudence, hadith, mystical stud-
ies, etc... achieved a high position in the history of Shiite sciences and with
the support of the rulers, the official Shiite religion was able to establish a
deep connection with the culture and society of Iran. Therefore, the most
important practical and historical role of religion in the Safavid era should
be considered in the cultural context. Also, in this era, a glance was taken
to the ancient architecture of Iran and many elements and spaces of archi-
tecture and urban planning were performed with different structures and
functions appropriate to the political, cultural and economic conditions.
Repairing of the tombs and sacred monuments in the pilgrimage cities also
received special attention during this period. Astan-e-Quds Razavicomplex
was the most important building during the Safavid period that grew and
developed and formed thanks to the presence of Hazrat Samen Al-Hajj Ali
Ibn Musa Reza (AS) in the holy city of Mashhad which is the mostimportant
building ofthe Islamicerainlranatthe moment.

Razavi Holy Shrine is the most magnificent shrine in which the artists have
tried to commemorate unique artworks for decades. The officialization
of the Shiite religion in the Safavid era and the greater interest and atten-
tion of kings and Shiites in this period led to the emergence of many mon-
uments, artworks and decorations in Astan Quds Razavi collection. Some
ornaments such as Mogharnas and tiling were used more widely with some
changes, and some others, such as damascene and mirror work have been
used not only in Razavi shrine but also in other shrines of the Imams (as) in
Irag. Finding the reason for survival, growth and continuation of these arts
in other eras is one of the points that the present study seeks to achieve.
The assumption is that behind the appearance of these ornaments there
are beliefs and deep mystical concepts due to which the ornaments of this
epoch have been able to survive and transfer to later periods as a pattern.
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Therefore, in this article, the Safavid ornaments of Razavi holy shrine will be investigated, and we will try to analyze and
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explain the hidden concepts of the artworks in this holy place and thus to discover a convincing answer to the question that:
“what was the concept of ornamentsin Razavi Holy Shrine and the reasons for their use in the Safavid period?” This article is
qualitative and has been done by using written sources and field research and its method is descriptive-historical analysis.
The method of data collection and contentanalysisisinductive.

The achievements show that mystical concepts hidden in ornaments of the Safavid era, are completely in line with the sanc-
tity of this sacred space and also with Shiite beliefs and the idea of the unity of existence (because they are symbolic man-
ifestations of light), and in addition to beautifying and stylization of space they are manifesting the glory of eternity. This
indicates the connection of Safavid artists with the deepest mystical concepts that have been done through journeying be-
havior. In fact, mysticism and Sufism have found their way through the manliness teachings of the religion, with practical
conductonthe heartand souls of craftsmen and artists of this eraand not only have influenced their behavior and deeds but
alsomanifestedintheirindustryandart. Thisis why that can be said that the intellectual foundation of Safavid Muslim archi-
tectsand artists hasbeen alwaysin the direction of growth and excellence of Islamicartand architecture thatis quite evident
by examining the artworks of this era in a valuable place such as the Razavi holy shrine. Familiarity with mystical teachings
results in works that are full of heart remembrance of the artist; therefore, what the artist creates is a consequence of being
close to the creator of the universe and it is an imitation of the universe that accurately represents the order in the creation
system through geometry. Safavid artist tries to bring his works to the forefront in the most beautiful way that is possible,
and just like alchemy manifests the objects from the heart of darkness to the light. This is how that we see the meaning of
light and unity reflected from the face of tiles, Mogharnas, mirrors and gold. This concept is manifested not only in the tech-
nique of ornaments, but also in the heart of their designs. Geometric abstract patterns, patterns of Knots and mandalas on
the walls and ceilings covered with the mentioned ornaments are all symbolic representations of light. As stated, attention
to the light and its importance in Islamic art, is taken from the holy verse (light: 35) the God is the light (the reason of exis-
tence) of heaven and earth. From this verse that light is considered to be the manifestation and symbol of existence; as if
there is no light, the universe will not manifest. This is why the Safavid architects, artists and craftsmen have tried to make
allthe decorative elements to evoke light somehow. Therefore, itis from this period that mirror work and mostimportantly
gilding on the dome and minaret of the Hazrat Reza holly shrine occur and it becomes heresy that these two ornaments will
be usedinabundanceinthe next periods and also in Razavi holy shrine. The golden glow of the dome and minarets radiates
light showing the manifestation of the light of the essence of the Supreme Truth, then it is associated with the existence of
the Infallible Imams and their heavenly place; so, the entrance porch to the lighted holly shrine, where the holy shrine of
Shamsan Shamsa ofthe worldislocated, isalso gilded.

As mentioned, in the later periods, the damascene of the Atiq yard, the second minaret and the Sagakhaneh have been
repaired many times. In different places of Razavi holy shrine, gilding and mirror work can be seen in abundance, which
belongs to other eras. In addition to that study of the damascene history of the domes belonging to other Imams shrines
also shows the importance and influence of Safavid art on later periods until now and it is an emphasis on the heresy of gold
leafing the dome of the shrine of the Imams from the Safavid era; although it is possible that the meaning of ornaments and
itsartisticvalue had never been understood in this period. Studies show that from the Safavid era that the official Shiite Ima-
miya religion becomes official, attention to holy places leads to the development, construction and expansion of their deco-
rations, which certainly showstheimportance and appreciation forthese placesand the sanctities and beliefs of the Shiites.

Keywords: Mystical Concepts, Ornaments, RazaviHolly Shrine, Safavid Covenant, Atiq Yard.

References:

- Afrasiabpour, A.A. (2006). Mysticismin the Safavid Period. Religions and Mysticism, 3(8),13-37.

- AfsharAra, M.R. (2003). Khorasanandtherulers, Tehran: Mohaghegh.

- Alamzadeh, B. (2011). A: RazaviEncyclopedia, Tehran: Shahed.

e . (2011). B: RazaviHolly Shrine According to History, Mashhad: Astan Quds Razavi.

- Ardalan, N., Bakhtiar, L. (2011). Sense of Unity, Tehran: Institute of Architectural Science.

- Atardi, A. (1992). History of Astan Quds Razavi, Tehran: Atarod.

- Bahramnejad, M. (2018). History of Iranian Culture and Civilizationin the Safavid Period, Tehran: Samt.

- BalkhariGhahi, H. (2015). Mystical Principles of Islamic Artand Architecture, Tehran: Surah Mehr.

— e . (2005). Manifestation of Lightand Colorin Iranian- Islamic Arts, Tehran: Surah Mehr.

- Bozorg Mehri, Z. (1992). Geometryin Architecture, Tehran: Cultural Heritage Organization of Iran.

- Burckhardt, T. (2013). Islamic Art; Language and Expression, (Translated by M. Rajabnia), Tehran: Soroush.
[ . (1993). Spiritof Islamic Art, Values of Islamic Art, Basics of Spiritual Art, Collection of Articles, ) Translated by S.H.



Elaboration on Mystical Concepts of the Ornaments in the Holy Shrine of Razavi in the Safavid Era (with Emphasis on the
Atiq Yard)

Nasr(, Tehran: Hoze Honari.

- Carbon, H. (1984). ManicReligion, (Translated by E. Naraghi), Tehran: Nashr-E No.

- Cooper, J. (2000). lllustrated Culture of Traditional Symbols, (Translated by M. Karbasian). Tehran: Farshad.

- EskandarBeyk, M. (1938). Alam Aray-E Abbasi, Tehran: Ashna.

- Feiz, A. (1943). Badr-E Forouzan, Qom: Bongah-E Chap.

- Jabbari, S., Rahimzadeh Tabrizi, M. (2016). Aesthetic Study of the Four Porches of the Atiq yard of the Holy Shrine of Raza-
vi’, Bi-QuarterlyJournal of Theoretical Principles of Visual Arts, Volume 1, No 1.

- Khazaei, M. (2008). The Position of Manliness Guidesin Iranian Art, Ketab-E Mah-E Honar, Volume, 11, Issues 121.

- Khorshidi, H. (2018). Tile Decorations of Imam Reza Shrine. Collection of Articles of Decorations of Imam Reza shrine. (p.
89-144), Mashhad: Astan Quds Razavi Islamic Research Foundation.

- Kiani, M. Y. (2018). History of Iranian Architecturein the Islamic Period. Tehran: Samt.

- Madadpour, M. (1995). Manifestations of Spiritual Wisdomin Islamic Art, Tehran: Amirkabir.

- Moghari, M., Sedighiani Baghcheh, F. (2018).” Application of Mogharnas Used in the Shrine of Imam Reza “, Imam’s Shrine
Decorations, (Editors: M.R Najafi, M. Jalali), Mashhad: Astan-e-Quds Publishing Institute.

- Moradi, S., Sheikhi, Sh. (2016).” A Study of Mirror Artin Islamic Architecture (with Emphasis on the Difference of Its Appli-
cationinholly Places)”, The Third International Conference on Science and Technology Research, Berlin, Germany.

- MosadeghianTorgabeh, V. (2005). Role and Colorin Gohar Shad Mosque, Tehran:Ketab-E Aban.

- MousaviHaji,S.R., Nikbar, M. (2017). Applied Arts of the Islamic Period. Tehran: Samt.

- Mushtaq, K. (2009). Geometry of designs, Tehran: KarAfarinan.

- Najafi, M. (2009). Postmodern Revolution and Islamic Civilization (Fourth Wave of Islamic Awakening), Tehran: Studiesin
ContemporaryIranian History.

- Nasr,S. H. (1991). IslamicTraditionin Iranian Architecture’, Immortality and Art, (Translated by Avini), Tehran: Barg

- Pasandideh, M., Vaezkhrasani, M. (2006). Khorasan Theological Seminary, Mashhad Theological Schools, Mashhad: As-
tan Quds Razavi.

- Pazouki, S. (2009). The Wisdom of Artand Beautyin Islam, Tehran: Art Cultural Center.

- Pirnia, M.K. (2008). Iranian Architectural Stylistics, Tehran: Soroush Danesh.

- Qayyumi Bidhendi, M. (2010). A Review of the Relationship between Islamic Art and Mysticism Based on Historical Evi-
dence, IslamicHistory and Civilization, Volume, 6, No12.

- Radi, M. (2014). Theoretical Foundations of Lightand Colorin Islamic Art, Ahlul Bayt Portal, Islamic Art Section.

- Serami, Gh.A. (2009). Manifestation of the Mirrorin Iranian Mystical Literature, Mysticism Quarterly, Volume 6, No 24.

- Scarcia, G. (2011). Safavid Art, Zand, Qajar, (Translated by Y. Azhand), Tehran: Mola.

- Serlo, J.E. (2010). Culture of Symbols, (Translated by M. Ouhadi). Tehran: Dastan.

- TajBakhsh, A. (1999). Safavid history (artandindustry, literature, science, organizations). Shiraz: Navid Shiraz.

- Tashkari, A. A.,Nagibi, E. (2014). Interaction Between Sufism and Shiism in the Safavid Age, Historical Research, Volume 2,
No22.

- Turan, E. (2015). Themes of Hadiths of the Light Creation of the Ahl al-Bayt, Shiite Studies, Volume, 2 vols 3.

- Velayati, A.A. (2015). Encyclopedia of Chivalry, Tehran: Amir Kabir.

- Zarei, S., Pourhassan, Gh. (2017). Approaches to the Effect of Mysticism and Sufism in the Process of Islamic Civilization’,
History of Islamic Culture and Civilization, Volume 8,0 28.

- Zarei,M. E. (2017). Iranian Architecture fromthe Safavid eratothe Present Era, Tehran: Samt.

- Zarifian, E. (2008). Comprehensive Guide to the Holy Places of the Holy Shrine of Hazrat Reza, Mashhad: Quds Cultural
Institute.

- Bibliography of Table 2

- Al-Ta’'meh, S. H. (n.d.). Karbalaandthe Holy Shrines, Tehran: Mashar.

- Al-Yasin, M.H. (1992). History of the Shrine of Kazemin, (Translated by Gh. Akbari),

- ImamReza International Conference.

- Bahrman, A. (2012). Gilding Decorations of the Holy Shrine of Imam Ali, Islamic Art Studies, Vol 16.

- Faiz, A. (1943). Badr-E Forouzan, Qom: Bongah-E Chap.

- Mohammadi Eshtardi, M. (2001). Hazrat Masoumeh; Second Fatemeh, Qom: Allameh.

- Qaedan, A. (2007). Atbat Alayat Irag, Tehran: Maashar.

URLs:
- URL1.http://www.pandnaamood.ir (Access Date: 21/03/2021)



