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Analysis of Binary Oppositions in the Structure
of Varnies of Shahsavan Nomads in Moghan Plain
(Case Study: Rugs)
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The term “binary opposition” is the contrast between two mutually exclu-
sive terms. Binaryin English is a sign of duality and the stars that are next to
each other are called binary stars. The term was first coined by the Russian
phonologist Nikolai Trvbtskvy (1890-1938), who introduced it as the main
foundation of a hierarchical value rooted in cultural history. Structuralists

frequency than other designs. The visual oppositions in this hand-woven
material can be seen at three levels of composition, color and motif, some
of which are: opposition of background/margin, abstract representation/

base the logic of human thought on binary oppositions. Jonathan Kahler
writes: Indeed, the relations considered to be the mostimportantinastruc-
tural studyarealsothe simplest: Binary oppositions.

Inthe structure of Varnies, the elements that cause contrast and opposition
areanalyzed generally and partially in three parts of composition, motifand
color.

The general form of Varnies typically includes rectangular, long rectangular
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and square. Varnies are woven in the form of all-over, one-quarter and sometimes half designs, but due to the subjective
nature of these designs, changes in the number and direction of micro-motifs can be detected. The contrasts that can be
observedinthe composition of Varnies are asfollows:

-Background/margin: Varnirugs have abackground and three margins and the middle margin is wider than the narrow mar-
gins. Sometimes, changes can be seeninthe numberand size of margins.

- Center/background: In medallion designs, the centrality and visual priority of the medallion show it as the main element
and other motifsasthe secondary elements.

- Dense/non-dense: Motifs in all-over, kheshti, corner-medallion and Moharramat designs cover the entire background
and margin, and rarely empty spaces can be seen in them, but in combinative-integrative designs, empty spaces can be ob-
served.

- Pattern-woven/subjectively woven: Various designs of Varnies are woven subjectively and without a pattern. Butin some
designs, someimages of Achaemenid soldier, miniature Layla and Majnun, etc. can be seen, which are woven from the map
and pattern.

- Corner-medallion/corner-free medallion: In Varnies with corner-medallion designs, designs can be seen that are woven
without corners.

-Cold/warm: Coldand warm colors and their brightness and opacity are clearly seenin the background, margins and motifs.
- Dark/light: In Varnies, the background color is light and different from the color of the margins, and the color of the narrow
margins is often different from and darker than the middle margin. To create harmony and color balance, the motifs inside
the background are woven with different colors and darker than the color of the main background. To create color contrast
inthe middle margin with the light background color, motifs are used with dark color and in the narrow margin with the dark
background color, motifs are used with light color. Further, in medallion designs, the color of medallions is darker than the
background colorand createsasignificant color contrast.

- Single-color/multicolor motifs: Usually one color is used to weave a motif, but some motifs are woven in stripes using at
leasttwo colors.

Varni motifs can be classified into five categories: Animal, plant, geometric, human and object motifs. The frequency of
animal motifs, especially in medallion designs, is more than other motifs and then, geometric and plant motifs are the most
important, respectively. Object motifsare used in the form of micro-motifsin Varnies and they are limited and human motifs
are seen in combinative-integrative designs that are pattern-woven. Among the various contrasts in the representation of
Varni motifs, the following can be mentioned:

- Abstract/naturalistic motifs: The motifs used in Varnies are abstractly depicted and naturalistic motifs can rarely be seenin
them.

- Objective/subjective motifs: Most of the animal motifs depicted in Varnies, such as cats, cows, lions, foxes, etc., are from
the naturearoundthe weaverandtheirinstancescanbeseeninnature. Meanwhile, theimaginationand mentality of weav-
ers can be observed in some animal motifs that have no external objectivity and are only the product of the mind and visual-
ization of weavers.

- Domestic/wild animal motifs: The contrast between domestic and wild animal motifs is observed in a Varni frame. These
motifs (domesticand wild animals) are depicted together withoutany quarrel.

- Static/dynamic animal motifs: Among the motionless animal motifs on Varnies, some bird motifs (flying, swimming) and
four-legged animal (jumping) motifs are dynamically depicted to show movementand vibrancy.

- Motifs with/without peripheral lines: Most motifs have peripheral lines (with dark color), but some of them are woven
withoutperipherallinesandinasingle color.

- Animated/unanimated motifs: In addition to animal motifs, object motifs can be seen, though rarely.

- Connected/separate motifs: The motifs depicted in the background of Varnies are separate and there is no connection
between them; butin the narrow and middle margins, in addition to separate motifs, one can see plant and geometric con-
nected motifs.

- Motifsinside the frame/without frame: Motifsinside the background are depicted without frame other than having khesh-
ti design.

- Main motif/micro-motif: In addition to the main motifs in the background of Varnies, some geometric motifs such as the
motif of swastika are woven as micro-motifs tofillthe empty spaces.

-Human/animal motifs: The use of human motifsin Varniesis very limited and in pattern-woven maps, human motifs can be
seenalongside animal motifs.

- Consistent/inconsistent corner: If the corner design is from the medallion design, itis called the consistent corner and if its
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designisdifferent from the medallion design, itis called the inconsistent corner. In corner-medallion Varnies, consistentand
inconsistent corners canbe observed.

Keywords: Motif, Varni, Structuralism, Binary Opposition.
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