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Abstract

As an auditory art, Music results from the placement and repetition of notes in the temporal dimension; and, like
visual art, Calligraphy results from the placement and repetition of visual elements in the spatial dimension. There-
fore, to find a common ground between, or to equate two pieces of, these two artistic fields with each other is indeed
aconvoluted matter within which some challenges reside. There exist instances of being inspired by a visual piece
ofartand creating an auditory one; nevertheless, a logical procedure by means of which to proceed with this matter
is verily missed. In the first step, finding similar substantive aspects in two works of art is the most important part
of this process. The second step is to achieve a functional intermediate language to create a logical connection
between the elements that in this study, innovative coding was able to create this connection. In a thematic classi-
fication, different pottery in terms of shape, construction, decoration, and color can be divided into the following
categories: 1) colorless pottery 2) glazed pottery 3) black and white-coated pottery 4) pottery with Decorating.
The main part of Nishapur pottery comprises pottery with an inscription in Kufic script which is the main subject
of'this research. This research is based on the fact that rhythm in any musical work is the result of repeating beats
over time and in each visual work is the result of repeating visual elements in two or three dimensions. In the study
of calligraphy texts on utensils, each vertical movement is equivalent to a «note» or percussion on the strings of an
instrument. On the other hand, horizontal letters and elongations also perform the act of connecting between blows
and show how it is done. Thus, the first thing that evokes rhythm is the way in which letters and words are repeated
and changed, or in other words, the «composition» of letters, words, and finally sentences. In other words, what
was studied in this study was not the letters as alphabetical elements, but their «letters as a visual form». The canon-
ical issue of the present study is achieving a method by which to discover the rhythm in the works of visual art and
turning it into harmonious works of auditory art. To inspect this matter, the inscriptions on potteries in Nishapur
from the Ist up to the 6th Century A.H. have been inspected and selected as the main statistical population due to
their specific style and preeminent artistic characteristics. They are 140 utensils that «Abdollah Ghouchani» has
introduced in the «Nishapur Pottery» book. One of the graphic works done to analyze the shape of calligraphy was
the linearization of circular texts. According to historical documents, many schools in Nishapur were operating at
the time of the construction of these vessels, and well-known and reputable teachers taught various subjects to stu-
dents. The quality of the lines used in the decorations also shows that the creators of the works were literate and had
a deep understanding of composition in the visual arts. The main question of the present study is as follows, how
can one create an auditory equivalent for a visual work of art? This study has been a comparative one whose applied
objectiveis to inspect and introduce a technical method by the virtue of which to elicit the rhythm of the motifs from
written works of art, turning them into harmonious pieces of music. The results of the investigations show that the
calligraphic motifs used in the decoration and ornamentation of Nishapur potteries do have a rhythm that can turn
into fully audible sounds by means of the methods of coding and notation utilized in this study. With reference and
regard to the achievements of the present study, if the changes that each specific subject demands are applied, the
method which has been utilized can be further generalized to other Visual Arts, resulting in the creation of harmoni-
ous pieces which are equivalents for visual artistic creations.

Keywords: Khorasan, Magam Music, Nishapur Potteries, Rhythm

110.22051/jjh.2020.32829.1552
2 Assistant Professor of Handicrafts Department, Faculty of Arts and Architecture, University of Mazandaran, Babolsar,
Iran. Email: a.kalantar@umz.ac.ir

Vol. 12, No. 4, Winter 2021 Serial No. 29

—_
[\S]



