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Tribal and nomadic Iranian rugs are adorned with various motifs arranged Hossein Abeddoust
(Corresponding Author)

Assistant Prof., Graphic Group,

Faculty of Art & Architecture
detailed study of the background of the motifs on hand-woven rugs reveals University of Guilan, Rasht, Iran.

as per the known rules pertaining to visual rules. The geometric pattern of
square comprises the basis of many motifs used in handwoven fabrics. A

their most ancient counterparts. Based on a comparative study, these mo- Email: habeddost@guilan.ac.ir
tifs might be the roots of contemporary geometric patterns reflected on
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before the popularization of cuneiform have been forgotten, a comparative Email: zkazempoor@yahoo.com

handwoven fabrics.
Continuity is the characteristic of Iranian art. Although it was believed that
the written signs and symbols used in the pre-Elamite and old Elamite era

study of the motifs used in the rural and nomadic handwoven fabrics with
some of such signs reveals some surprising facts.

This research paper has employed intertextuality approach. Whenever
there is an element in the two texts, an intertextual relation is created. In
general, theintertextual relations can be categorized into three: explicit, im-
plicitandtacit.

Explicit intertextuality refers to the apparent presence of one text in anoth-
er. In this type of intertextuality, the author of the second text does not in-
tend to conceal his reference, and thus, uses signs that can be identified and
evenreferredtoasintertextual.

The type and application of the contextual symbols and the difference be-
tween these two texts results in the formal transformation of the elements

inthe second text. For this reason, in this type of intertextuality, certain peo-

ple, thatis special audiences, who are specialized in the texts (especially the

firstone), are able to identify the intertextual elements. In this study, the first or pretext are Elamite tablets and signsand the
second or hypertext, isthe nomadicandrural rugs of Iran.

Based on intertextual relations, if the geometric patterns of the hand-woven fabrics are repeated exactly similar to inscrip-
tions, they should be classified as explicit intertextuality. Investigations carried out for this study display that the system of
inscriptions and their layouts have not been exactly reproduced on the hand-woven fabrics; however, a new system have
repeatedly organized Elamite scripts on the Iranian Rugs. This can be identified as some type of tacit intertextuality which
resultsinthe formaltransformation of the elementsinthe new text.

In this research, formal transformation of geometrical signs derived from squares have been analyzed. The signs have been
read based on the formal similarity of the elements because the meaning of the signs in the inscriptions have been read
hypothetically without any decisive proof. Therefore, to prove the intertextual relation of the two texts, the comparison has
been madeonformandappearance.
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The main question of the research is what are the differences and similarities between the common signs in the two areas
of Persian hand-woven fabrics and ancient cuneiforms. In fact, the paper seeks to prove one of the earliest pretexts of the
formation of geometrical square motifs in Iranian handwoven fabrics which is the Elamite cuneiform. Moreover, it aims to
illustrate what changes have Persian handwoven fabricsimposed on pretexts (Elamite signs).

The analysis focuses on a kind of transtextual relation between the two fields of study of ancient scripts and Persian rugs,
with the two havingaround 5000 years of time difference.

Moreover, the paper intends to study the visual and semantic values of the rural and nomadic rugs and their similarity with
the most ancient cuneiforms in Iran; elaborate upon the motifs of handwoven fabrics as meaningful signs, and finally eluci-
date the possibility of the continuation of the disrupted cuneiforms on the textiles. The study has employed descriptive-an-
alytical approach in terms of methodology. Data has been collected through desk study of library resources (i.e. note taking
andimage analysis) and data analysis was done qualitatively.

The study results indicate that the Elamite inscription cuneiforms are the oldest pre-text of the formation of geometric pat-
terns of Persian rugs. Twenty-one geometrical symbols derived from square geometrical motifs are common to both the
ancient Elamite cuneiforms and Iranian handwoven textures. Some of the signs are totally unique and have been used re-
peatedly within the text and on the margins while some others constitute the overall structure of a texture and imply a tacit
intertextual relation.

There is no explicit intertextual relation between the works of the two fields as no systematic representation of the inscrip-
tions have been foundin any of the texts. What is certain is that 21 cuneiforms that were hitherto thought to have been for-
gotten have made their way tothe presentdayin Iranian handwoven fabrics.

The main difference between the two categories is the transformation in the arrangement of the signs from that of the
Elamite cuneiform to the recurring geometric patterns on the Iranian rugs. As per the rules of intertextuality, no text will be
created without a reflection of previous texts. The earliest meaningful Iranian signs that form geometric patterns are the
Elamite cuneiforms. Pre-Elamite and Linear Elamite scripts carry signs, some of which may have been deciphered by Walter
Heintz.

A comparative Study of the motifs of handwoven rugs with Pre-Elamite and Linear Elamite scripts demonstrate that the ear-
liest pre-text of the square-shaped Iranian motifs is rooted in inscriptions dating from the third millennium BC. The intertex-
tual relation between the linear signs of the pre-text (inscriptions) and motifs of the hypertext (handwoven fabrics) is tacit.
Because the motifs drawn from the square pattern taken from the structural system of the Elamite script and language have
recurred onfabrics.

Keywords: Intertextuality, Geometrical Signs, Square, Elamite Cuneiforms, Iran Hand-woven Rug Designs.

References:

- Abeddoost, H. (2016). A Study & Analysis of Fertility Symbols in Persian Art Since Ancient Times to the Sassanid Era and
Their Reflection on Contemporary Iranian Handmade Textiles. (Doctoral dissertation), Shahed University, Tehran, Iran.

- Aghadavood, S. & Barari, M. (2013). A Comparative Study of Kheshti Rugs Motifs in Regions of Chaharmahal and Bakhtiari
Province. Goljaam, 8(26),35-50.

- Amiet, P.(1970). Elam. (Shirin Bayani, Trans.). Tehran: Tehran University Press.

- AlistairHull, N.B.(1996). Persian Kilims. (Keramatollah Afsar, Trans.). Tehran: Farhangsara.

- Basello, G. P. (2006). The Tablet from Konar Sandal B (Jiroft) & its Pertinence to Elamite Studies, University of Bologna,
Ravennabranch. Retrieved from www.elamite .net/elam/jiroft.pdf.

- Behzadi, R.(1989). The Ancient Elamite Tribes (Ethnicity, Script & Language). Chista, 65, 642-652.

- Brice, W, C., Grumach, E. (1962). The Writing System of the Proto —Elamite Account Tablets of Susa. In Studies in the Struc-
ture of Some Ancient Scripts (pp. 15-57). UK: The Johan Rylands Library.

- Cooper,J.C.(2007). Anlllustrated Encyclopaedia of Traditional Symbols. (Malihe Karbassian, Trans.). Tehran: No.

- Dadvar, A., Moazen, F.A.(2009). Study of Motifs of Bakhtiarian Textiles. Goljaam, 5 (13), 39-58.

- Englund, R.K.(2001). The State of Decipherment of Poroto-Elamit. Max-Planck Institute for the History of Science, 1-43.

- Ford, P.R.J.(1981). Oriental Carpet Design.London: Thamesand Hudson.

- Ghirshman, R. (2000). Kashan's Sialk. (Asghar Karimi, Trans.). Tehran: Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts & Tourism Organiza-
tion.

- Hassouri, A.(1992). Turkman & Neighbouring Tribes’ Carpet Patterns. Tehran: Farhangan.

- Heintz, W. (2006). New Findings of Ancient Iran (Altiranische Funde und Forschungen). (Parviz Rajabi, Trans). Tehran: Qo-
gnoos.

- Heintz, W. (2007). The Lost World of Elam. (Parviz Rajabi, Trans.). Tehran: Mabhi.



, Biquarterly, Scholarly Journal of Theoretical Principles of Visual Arts

- Javadipour, M. (2007). Persian Felts. Tehran: Academy of Arts.

- Jean, G.(2003). Writing: The story of Alphabets & Scripts. (Akbar Tabrizi, Trans.). Tehran: Elmiva Farhangi.

- JedariKarimian, A.(2012). Elam, the Cradle of Civilization. Book of Month: History & Geography, 178, 60-65.

- Jouleh, T.(2002).A Carpet Researchin Iran, Tehran: Ysavali Publications.

- Kaffel, R.(1998). Caucasian Prayer Rugs. London: Laurence King - Hali Publication Limited.

- Lawrence, L.(2012). Elamite Inscription. Retrieved from www/ancientscripts.com/.

- Majid Zadeh, Y., Miri, M. R. (2013). Jiroft Inscriptions & the Origin of the Elamite Writing System. In Archeology of Halilrud
Basin: Southeastern Iran: Jiroft; The Proceedings of the 2nd Int’l Conference on Civilization of Halilrud Basin: Jiroft, Tehran:
MATN.

- Moghaddam, A.(2013). Ancient Geometry Writing, Art, Mathematics, Collection of Archaeological Papers of Halil River
Basin International Conference on Halil River Basin of Jiroft, by the efforts of Yousef Majidzadeh and Mohammad Reza Mir,
Tehran: Institute for Translation and Publication of Textual Artwork.

- Milanesi, E.(1993). The Bulfinch Guide to Carpets. Bulfinch Press & Little, Brown and Company.

- Namvar Motlag, B. (2009). The Relationship of Texts Based on of Interpersonal Relationships; Intertextuality as described
by Gérard Genette. In the Proceedings of the 2nd and 3rd Conference of Comparative Art (pp. 97-117). Tehran: MATN.

- NamvarMotlag, B.(2011). AnIntroduction to Intertextuality: Theory & Applications. Tehran: Sokhan.

- Opie, J.(1998). Tribal Rugs: A Complete Guide to Nomadic & Village Carpets. New York: Bulfinch Press.

- Parham, C.(1992). Tribal & Village Rugs from Fars. Tehran: Amir Kabir.

- Parham, C.(2001). The Splendor of Iran VIII. Clibborn Editions Limited.

- Polk, M., Schuster, A.M.H. (2005). The Looting of the Iraq Museum, Baghdad: The Lost Legacy of Ancient Mesopotamia.
New York:Harry N. Abrams.

- Parsons, R.D.(1992). Oriental Rugs: The Carpets of Afghanistan. (Vol. lll). New York: Antique Collectors Club Dist.

- Tanavoli, P.(2010). Tribal Weaves from Southeast Iran. Tehran: MATN.

- Tanavoli, P.(2010). Salt Bags, Tribal & Village Weaves. Tehran: Nazar.

- Qader, H.(2009). Initial Steps Toward Inscription Management. Tehran: Elm.

- Riyazi, M.R.(2002). Designs and Motifs of Sassanid Costumes and Textiles. Tehran: Ganjineh Honar.

- ShabaniKhatib, S. A.(2008). An lllustrated Dictionary of the Iranian Motifs. Qom: Sepehr Andisheh.

- Thompson, J.(1988). Oriental Carpets: From the Tents, Cottages and Workshops of Asia. New York: Dutton Studio Books.

- Walker, C.(2007). Cuneiform.(Nader Saeedi, Trans.). Tehran: Qognoos.

- Woods, C., Teeter, E. & Emberling, G. (2015). Visible Language: Inventions of Writing in the Ancient Middle East and Be-
yond. Chicago: Oriental Institute Museum Publications (OIMP).

URLs:
- URL1.www.Mahboubiancollection.com/Elamite inscription.



