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“Painting taught literature to describe”
Orhan Pamuk
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Reconstruction of the Form and Structure of Persian
Painting in Orhan Pamuk’s My Name Is Red'

My Name Is Red is a novel that contains a small world of painting. The novel,
setin late 16th-century Istanbul, revolves around a small group of miniature
experts and narrates a story of murder, love, art and philosophy narrated by
several people in first-person perspectives. Postmodernist narrative fea-
tures are apparently displayed in narrations. Therefore, we can see several
stories in this novel. Firstis the story of love between Kara and Shekure, and
the other is the disagreement between the court painters and the murders
that follow. Fear of the court painters of breaking the old miniature tradi-
tions and turning to Western painting is another interesting topic narrated
here. The novel has been based onthese main motivational stories. Another
importantissue in My Name Red is the information offered to the reader on
the miniature history, explanation of miniature with short stories, the inter-
pretation of this art and other related issues. The novel also illustrates the
confrontation between Eastern and Westernartamongthe events.

The paper aims to study and compare the impact of Persian painting on
the structural and contextual narration of My Name Is Red. What this essay
seeks to address is the appearance of Persian painting at the heart of the
narrative, on which Pamuk has founded his story’s structure. By examining
the structure of the novel, one can see that the novel has been developed
based on pre-existing materials, just as a Persian painting is based on pre-ex-
isting paintings. Therefore, one can say that the foundation of My Name Is
Red have beenbased on Persian paintingand the textual world aroundit.
Studies show that most of the pre-texts used in this novel are visual, thus,
at best, this structure can be studied and investigated through ekphrasis.
Pamuk has incorporated visual pre-texts of Persian paintings through both
actual and notional ekphrasis. Ekphrasis is the most powerful tool that
Pamukhasusedto create the visual world of his novel.

The present study attempts to find answers to how the form and structure
of Iranian painting has been reconstructed in My Name Is Red. For this pur-
pose, descriptive-analytical research method and library research have
beenemployedto collectinformation.

A number of actual and notional ekphrasis that the author has described in his novel have been identified and elaborated
upon. Then, through bringing their pictures, the study illustrates how Pamuk has used them. The characteristics of the Herat
School in the descriptions of several scenes of the novel have clear references to some Iranian paintings. The matching of
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these sections confirmsthe formal and structural connection of the novel ‘My Name is Red’ with Persian painting.
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1. The paperisan excerpt of the firstauthor’s M.A. dissertations titled “the Study on the Representation of Persian Painting World in Orhan

Pamuk’s ‘MyNameIsRed"”.




Reconstruction of the Form and Structure of Persian Painting in Orhan Pamuk’s My Name Is Red

This novel’s charm and significance is due to detailed descriptions of the visual world of Persian paintings. Therefore, paint-
ing playsanimportantroleinthis novel and presents different features and the history of thisart.

This study identifies and explains many of the objective ekphrasis that this author has described; through the description of
theimages of these assemblies, one can find out how these images have been born into words by Pamuk, then we’ll come to
the cases where Pamuk’s representation of Persian paintings is in the fictional context of the novel. Orhan Pamuk defining
features of the Herat School in the descriptions of the novel are close to many scenes to Persian paintings, as if we are watch-
ing familiar scenes of illustrations. Comparing this novel’ narration with the paintings brings to mind the theory of intertex-
tuality and reveals the formal and structural entanglement of the novel, My Name Is Red, with Persian painting.

The study of important historical and artistic pieces of information and pretexts indicates that this novel can be considered
as one of the most remarkable literary works of fiction in contemporary world literature. The world of ‘My Name Is Red’ is
surrounded by paintingsandtheir stories that can be seen everywhereandineveryfield.

My Name Is Red is itself a miniature painting created by Pamuk. Infact, he has painted with words. Pamuk has portrayed the
scenes, characters, and details of this narrative like a painting. There is a harmonious relationship between words and imag-
es. The author describes the visual feature through the verbal characters. Miniature and portraiture styles of painting are
described through the medium of written language.

The findings of this study prove that this author has used the same techniques for narration. My Name Is Red offers a new
perspective to writing and reading literary works. This novel makes use of the potentials of words and phrases to create im-
ages. Analyzingand the results of the studies conducted through the lens of visual culture and ekphrasis reveals the author’s
extraordinary talent in representing this type of writing. It puts before us a novel that s like illustrated copies of images. This
narrationisfilled withimages each of which hasits ownstory.

Keywords: Persian Painting, Timurid Painting, Herat school, Orhan Pamuk, My Name Is Red, Ekphrasis.

References:

- Adamova, A.(2012). Persian Manuscripts, Paintings and Drawings. United Kingdom: Azimuth Editions.

- Arjomandi, N. (2015). Painting through Literature: Ekphrasis and Visual Culture in Orhan Pamuk’s ‘My Name is Red’. (M.A
Thesis), Vali Asr University of Rafsanjan.

- Bahari, E.(1997). Bihzad Master of Persian Painting. London: |.B Tauris & Co.1td VictoriaHouse.

- Bahari, E.(1997). Bihzad: Master of Persian Painting. London: |.B Tauris & Co.1td VictoriaHouse.

- Brend, B.(2003). Perspectives on Persian Painting: lllustration to Amir Khusru’s Khamsah. London: Routledge Curzon.

- Carboni, New York, The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 134-168.

- Cigekoglu, F.(2003). A Pedagogy of Tow Ways of Seeing: A Confrontation of ‘Word and Image’ In ‘My Name is Red’. The Jour-
nalof Aesthetic Education, 37(3), 1-20.

- Ebrahimi, M. (2015). A Study of the Relation between Images and Words in the Paintings of Timurid Herat School of Minia-
ture andthe Novel ‘My Name is Red’. (M.A. Thesis). Mazandaran University.

- Grabar, 0.(2011). Mostly Miniatures: An Introduction to Persian Painting. (Mehrdad Vahdati, Trans.). Tehran: Academy of
Arts.

- Grabar, 0.(2000). Mostly Miniatures: An Introduction to Persian Painting. Princeton University Press.

- Grabar, 0.(2009). Masterpieces of Islamic Art: The Decorated Page from the 8"to the 17" Century.New York: Prestel.

- Hillenbrand, R. (2002). The Art of the Books in llkhanid Iran. In Linda Komaroff and Stefano Carboni (Eds.) The Legacy of
Genghis Khan; Courtly Art and Culture in Western Asia, 1256-1353.

- Hollander, J.(1998). Ekphrasis. In Michael Kelly (Ed.) Encycloedia of Aestheics, New York: Oxford.

- Keshavarz, H. & Fahimi, A.A. (2016). Recognition of Persian Paintings’ Theoritical Principles in ‘Blind Owl’ by Sadegh He-
dayat. Literary Research,13(54):113-141.

- Keshmiri, M. & Rahbarnia, Z. (2018). An Analysis of Pattern Making, Representation of Details, the Third Dimension of Ob-
jectsinlranian Paintings based upon the Islamic Optics. Biquarterly, Scholary Journal of Theoretical Principles of Visual Arts,
6,5-20.

- Komaroff, L. (1994). Paintings in Silver and Gold: The Decoration of Persian Metalwork and Its Relationship to Manuscript
Illustration. Studies inthe Decorative Arts, 2(1), 2-34.

- Leaman, 0.(2012). Islamic Aesthetics: An Introduction. (Mohammad Reza Abolghasemi, Trans.). Tehran: Mahi.

- Loukonine, V. &Ivanov, A.(2010). Persian Miniatures. New York: Parkeston Press International.

- Masterpieces of Persian Art (2005). Tehran: Contemporary Arts Museum.

- Milstein, R., Ruhrdanz, K. & Schmitz, B. (1999). Stories of the Prophets: lllustrated Manuscripts of Qisas al-Anbiya. South
Korea: MazdaPublisher.

- Namvar Motlagh, B. (2016). Discovering Intertextuality: How A Theory & Criticism Emerges and Spreads. Retrieved from:



, Biquarterly, Scholarly Journal of Theoretical Principles of Visual Arts

http://anthropology.ir/article/4243.htm

- Pamuk, 0.(2012). My Name s Red. (Tahmineh Zardasht, Trans.). Tehran: Morvarid.

- Pamuk, O.(2015). Other Colors. (Alireza Soleymani & Payam Yazdani, Trans.). Tehran: Akhtaran.

- Parpala, E. & Afana, R.(2013). Orhan Pamuk and the East-West Dichotom. Interlitteraria, 18(1),42-55.

- Porter, Y.(2000). From the ‘Theory of the Two Qalams’ to the ‘Seven Principles of Painting’: Theory, Terminology, and Prac-
ticein Persian Classical Painting. In Mugarnas: An Annual on the Visual Culture of the Islamic World, XVII, 109-118.

- Rogers, J. M. (1986). The Topkapi Saray Museum the Albums and Illlustrated Manuscripts. From the original Turkish by Filiz
CagmanandZerenTanindi. Boston: Little, Brown & Company.

- Roxburgh, D. J. (2000). Kamal Al-Din Bihzad and Authorship in Persianate Painting. In Mugarnas: An Annual on the Visual
Culture of the Islamic World, XVIl,119-146.

- Sims, E.(2002). Peerless Images: Persian Painting & Its Sources. Yale University Press

- Subtelny, M.E. (1997). The Timurid Legacy: A Reaffirmation and a Reassessment. Cahiers d’Asie Centrale,3/4,9-19.

URLs:

- URL1. http://anthropology.ir/article/4243.html

- URL2. https://metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/451399
- URL3. https://metmuseum.org/art/collection/search/452671



