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Abstract

Abstract vase design with Khatai flowers as well as redlistic vases with images of natura
Qagjar flowers are among the very popular and widely used designs applied in the tiles of this
era. Presently, one abstract vase design and eleven realistic vase design with fresh flowers
have remained in the tiling of Shahzadeha and other historical bathrooms respectively. The
paper intends to respond to these questions that what are the features of flower motifsin the
tiling of Iranian bathrooms? What role has the vase design of Shahzadeha bathroom played
in the evolution process of the abstract vase motifs of the Safavid era? This article aims to
study the designs of vases in the tiling of Iranian historical bathrooms during Safavid and
Qgjar eras.

The study outcomes indicated that the vase design of Shahzadeha bathroom is similar to that
of the mid-Safavid period and is probably the oldest remaining example of the application of
abstract vase motifs in the tiling of Iranian bathrooms. The realistic representation of the
vase's body, little number of twists in the flower stems, the importance of flowers
themselves, the role of flower pot saucers and the emphasis on the presentation of the central
branch, are but some of these features.

It is al'so appears that each city have its own specific vase design with unique features such
as vase forms, tile framing the method of drawing the flowers. With the passage of time, the
number of motifs have increased and some differences in the drawing of vase motifs of Qajar
era bathrooms such as form of the body, method of painting, framing style of the tiles, floral
differencesin terms of type, size and color scheme as well as the application of European Art
presents the possibility of the existence a of certain local style for the design and drawing of
the vases motifs in the bathroom tiling. This paper employs a descriptive-analytical
approach using seeks study of library resources and field studies.

Keywor ds: Historical Baths, Safavid, Qajar, Tile Work, Vase Motifs.
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