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Abstract

As a treasure of superb art and architecture of late Safavid era, Chahar Bagh school-mosque
is of significant importance. Such works of art, as components of handicrafts, offer
appropriate potentials for conducting research studies. While attempting to elaborate on the
importance of these works of art in the aforesaid building, the present study also seeks to
examine their structure and content using a typological perspective in order to help answer
the two underlying questions of this paper which are: 1) which types of handicrafts have
been used Chahar Bagh school-mosque? And 2) what are their specific features?

Employing a descriptive-analytical approach in this developmental study, data has been
collected through both field and desk studies and the findings qualitatively and quantitatively
analyzed. The field studies indicate that in addition to the outstanding architectural elements
of the structure, the monument also contains several types of architecture-related arts of
which handicraft arts is but one. As for implementation technique, they include the best
samples of ornamental arts such as tiling, stone engraving, metal working and scolding and
as for the typology of the designs, the most outstanding examples of geometric patterns,
plant motives and calligraphy have been recognized.

Besides ornamentations, the structure is adorned with various inscriptions on metal, wood,
stone and even hand-woven carpets. These inscriptions were written by famous calligraphers
of the Safavid era among whom are such masters as Mohammad Saleh and Abdolrahim
Jazayeri, and encompass the most important Iranian-Islamic scripts such as Kufi (Banai and
moalaghi), Nastalig and Thuluth. As far as content is concerned, the inscriptions contain
subjects like Quran verses, Hadiths, praising the Imams, especially Imam Ali (peace be upon
him) and praising the monument sponsors.

Considering all the aforementioned factors, the Chahar Bagh mosque-school can be
considered a treasury of handicrafts in terms of content and physical structure.
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