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Abstract

Mythology exists in every society, and it is definitely one the most important outputs of
human culture. The study and analysis of mythology holds a significant position among
researchers and the passage of time has never decreased its importance or attraction. One of
the interesting and appealing components of myths is its outlook towards and belief of gods
among different tribes and nations. Employing a descriptive method of research and
qualitative analysis, the present paper studies the impact of nature on Iran's mythological
beliefs. Since there are numerous elements which has influenced the myths, this research
mainly aims to study the impact and reflection of nature on Iran’s mythology.

The research findings indicate that the natural elements are significant elements in Iran’s
mythology and occupy a special position on the ideologies of this territory. In the ideology
of ancient Iran, nature has both good and evil aspects. Sometime it is a god or a part of god
and while other times, it is even evil or its dwelling place and thus it holds a paradoxical
position in Iranian thoughts and beliefs.

In Iranian mythology, nature plays a significant role. The study results of the Iranian nature
indicated two outstanding features: 1) low-water supply and dryness of Iran and 2) natural
contrasts. These two important features have left an important impact on Iran’s mythology
and we can see their manifestations in two well-known and ancient myths of “Tishtar” and
“Vay”.

Keywords: Iranian Mythology, Nature & Natural Contrasts, Tishtar Myth, Vay Myth.
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