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Abstract

“Karam”, in its diverse meanings from the root “k-r-m”, the concept of
“forgiveness” is seen only in the southern marginal languages and other meanings
such as “respect”, “reputation”, and “dignity” are seen only in Arabic. How,
however, “the emergence of these meanings in the final stages of the process of the
development of the meaning for the word “Karam” in the culture of the Revelation
Age” can be analyzed, culturally and socially? In addition, did developing the
meaning of the word “Karam” continue in the Qur’an, as well? And what it the
relation between the meanings of “Karam” before and after the Revelation Age and
how are their causes, motives, and functions? Based on a humanist study of the
phenomenon of “forgiveness”, the concept of the word “Karam” in the Saudi
environment before the Revelation Age can be analyzed in two forms:

1) Based on motivations and 2) through the functions of forgiveness.

For the owners of power, regarding to the changing of Arabia’s economic discourse,
in motive of gaining dignity, respect, and prestige, and to redeem the acquired
power, used to consider the “forgiveness”. In addition, forgiveness led to the
creation of the notion of dignity among people, and the relationship between dignity,
forgiveness, acquisition, and consolidation of power were expanded. The owners of
power through the creation of the idea of forgiving and putting that fictitious
imagery to people’s minds, came to have a remarkable acceptance. In contrary, since
the origin of dignity in the Qur’anic worldview is “God”, not humans, it should be
on the axis of divine piety.

Keywords: Karam, History of Notion, Economic Anthropology, Respect and
Reputation, Ignorant Forgiveness, Remedy of Gift, Gift Exchange, Sample of Power
and Wealth, Alms-giving.
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