kxH

Researches of Quran and Hadith Sciences
Vol. 22, No. 1 —serial 65, Spring 2025 9\

<l f:, ‘,','._‘/‘w %
P& EISSN:2476-616X SN

Revisiting the Components of the OQuter (Zahir)
and Inner (Batin) Dimensions of the Qur’an in

Light of Narrations

Omid Qorbankhani' Mahmoud TayyebHosseini?

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Theology, Faculty of Humanities, Bu-Ali
Sina University, Hamedan, Iran (Corresponding Author).
o.gorbankhani@basu.ac.ir

https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9363-9222

2. Professor, Department of Quranic Studies, Research Institute of Hawza and
University, Qom, Iran. tayebh@rihu.ac.ir/ http://orcid.org/0000-0001-5681-0270

3&1’6”11"]9'6

article

Received:
2024/04/13
Accepted:
2024/06/01

Abstract: The belief that the Noble Qur’an possesses both outer
(zahir) and inner (batin) dimensions is shared by most Islamic
scholars. However, throughout history, various perspectives have
been presented regarding the nature and characteristics of these
dimensions. Despite the narrational (viwayi) origin of these
concepts, the existing theories either lack a basis in narrations or,
even when they rely on narrations, often suffer from issues such as
failing to take a comprehensive approach to the hadiths, citing
irrelevant traditions, or neglecting the semantic interdependence
between zahir and batin. Therefore, this study employs a descriptive-
analytical method to examine the narrations in this field and
critically evaluates the most significant previous viewpoints,
pursuing the question of what commonalities and distinctions exist
between zahir and batin in a narrational approach, as well as the
relationship between them. Ultimately, the research identifies
several key components of zahir and batin, some of which include:
1. The universality of zahir and batin across all Qur’anic verses.
2. The subordination of the concepts of zahir and batin to the
broader concept of tafsir (exegesis).

3. The intentionality of both outward and inward meanings.

4. The multi-faceted and multi-layered nature of zahir and batin.

5. The distinction between the semantic layers of outward and
inward indications.

6. The possibility of supra-contextual indications in both zahir and
batin.

7. The semantic continuity between zahir and batin.
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