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Abstract: i Hajar al-Asqalani is one of the most prominent
Sunni scholars of rijal (hadith narrators) in the 8th and 9th centuries
‘Sdemﬁc AH. Among his significant works in the field of ‘ilm al-rijal (the
science of hadith narrators) is Lisan al-Mizan, which he wrote in
response to Mizan al-1'tidal fi Naqd al-Rijal by Shams al-Din al-
Dhahabi. At first glance, one might assume that Lisan al-Mizan is
Received:  merely a supplement or addendum to al-Dhahabi’s work, however,
2024/04/04  an examination of its content reveals that the author frequently
Accepted: critiques al-Dhahabi’s statements. The primary question of this
2024/06/01 research is how al-Asqalani criticized al-Dhahabi’s views and what
methods he employed. Accordingly, the authors, seeking to answer
this question, have analyzed Lisan al-Mizan using a descriptive-
analytical method and a library research approach. Their findings
indicate that al-Asqalani employed various methods to critique al-
Dhahabi’s statements, including: referring to the original source
used by al-Dhahabi; highlighting inconsistencies between al-
Dhahabi’s words and actions; providing evidence to counter some
of al-Dhahabi’s criticisms of hadiths; pointing out al-Dhahabi’s
neglect of the primary transmitter of a statement; clarifying al-
Dhahabi’s errors in distinguishing between narrators with similar
names, exposing al-Dhahabi’s oversight of textual corruptions
(tashifat) in the names of certain narrators;, and explaining
ambiguous biographical information presented by al-Dhahabi.
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