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Analytical Study of the Reflection of Hermetic
Wisdom Concepts in Albrecht Diirer's Engravings

Abstract:

The Hermeticreligion, along with its religious and divine concepts, stands as
one of the earliest accomplishments in human history. Although the texts
primarily originated in ancient Egypt, their influence has extended to vari-
ousreligions, intellectual systems, and cultural currentsin different societies
over time. During the Renaissance, the resurgence of Hermetic thinking in
Europe was met with exceptional reception, particularly among intellectu-
alsand artists of the time. In this particular time frame, the renowned paint-
erAlbrecht Direr from Northern Europe adeptly incorporated the teachings
into his artistic works, leveraging his profound understanding of alchemy,
Hermetic wisdom, and other transcendental sciences. This research aims
to achieve an alternative interpretation of the primary themes and mean-
ings of these works through the utilization of an analytical and comparative
approach. It will examine the concepts of Hermetic wisdom and correlate
them with selected engravings by Albrecht Diirer. Moreover, it answers the
question: whatis the semantic connection between the subjects of Albrecht
Direr's engravings and the teachings of Hermetic wisdom? The teachings
of this wisdom are referenced in this report through the book of Hermetica.
This text discusses a collection of teachings that cover topics such as human
incarnation, death, immortality, rebirth, the zodiacal region, and the cir-
cle of time. The teachings are accompanied by four engravings by Albrecht
Direr titled "Knight of Death," "Adam and Eve," "St. Jerome in His Study,"
and "Men’s Bath." The artist has used visual symbols and arranged the struc-
ture of the visual elements to implicitly refer to the esoteric meanings of this
ancient wisdom, in addition to the work's primary theme. The Hermetica
book contains the translation of the Hermetic texts, along with the title and
classification of some crucial terms of this ancient wisdom. The translators
worked hard to provide an eloquent and straightforward interpretation of
the texts, making it easier for readers to understand them. The following ti-
tles, which are highly significant and extensively explored in this research,
consist of:

Existence of atom (creator)

Circleoftime

Manisamiracle

Zodiacregionand destiny

Generaland specific
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Incarnation of the soul

Deathandimmortality

Rebirth

Creation of humankind

Secretteachings

This article endeavors to explore Hermetic symbolism in Albrecht Diirer's chosen printed works and, by referencing the ter-
minology and interpretations derived from Hermetic texts, offers a fresh interpretation of these artworks. As previously
mentioned, the Hermetic religion centers around the trinity of God, the universe, and humankind. In this perspective, God
isregarded as the sole creator; the universe is perceived as a reflection of God's essence, serving as a means to comprehend
his magnificence and wisdom. In the context of human existence, there are multiple principles that God has prescribed for
humanity, aselucidated by the teachings of Hermetism.

The incarnation of man and the rule of man over the lower world through divine luminosity: In Hermetic texts, the human
incarnation is considered essential, and the human body is seen as a means to elevate the soul and ultimately unite with
the divine. In the two works referenced in this research, Dlrer discusses the human body and the mortal body, highlighting
the human body as a crucial component. The works "Adam and Eve" and "Men’s Bath" are among the pieces that explicitly
utilize physicality and tension asameans of comprehending existence and honoring the human body as a vessel for the soul.
Additionally, within his study of St. Jerome, Direr explores the idea of man's power and wisdom, emphasizing the impor-
tance of human speech in establishing the order of the universe. Diirer's depiction of Jerome’s writing isimbued with a halo
of light, highlighting the significance of the power of words.

Death, Immortality, and Rebirth: In the Hermetic religion, a person's birth is not considered the beginning of their spiritual
motivation. Similarly, death is regarded as the transfer of one's spirit to another realm. This transfer occurs with time inter-
ventionand is repeatedina cycle. The ultimate objective of this cycle is for the human soul to become one with God through
purification and rebirth. The work "Knight, Death, and Satan" incorporates the presence of death, portrayed as a man hold-
ing a scythe, alongside symbols such as a horse, snake, and dog, which collectively represent Hekate, the deity associated
with the underworld and the deceased. Nevertheless, the knight undergoes the passage of death, and each passage serves
as a transition to a different realm, symbolizing a rebirth that brings one closer to attaining divine wisdom through a fresh
beginning.

Zodiac region and destiny: The texts on Hermetism have consistently discussed the impact of the Zodiac region on human
destiny. According to Hermes, this problem is referred to as Atom's gift, as it pertains to the management of the universe's
order through the gods and stars and has a direct correlation with the mortal human body. Diirer has employed symbols
with this motifin certain of his engravings. In “Adam and Eve” and “Men’s Bath,” he reveals this human principle to the audi-
ence by referring to human nature and the five senses, respectively. It should be mentioned that since these two works are
related to the theme of human tension and physicality, references are also made to human nature and senses, and thisissue
reminds us of the importance that incarnation and human destiny are two inseparable elements and logic Zodiac has per-
meated the worldin mansince the birth of man. This matteris always essentialin Hermes's religion.

The cycle of time: This term refers to the circulation and alteration of events in the universe and their relation to human
beings. At times, it is also used to denote the limitation of mortal beings. The changes in time within the universe can be
observed through various phenomena such as the rotation of seasons, the growth of plants, the transition from darkness
to light in the sky, and other similar occurrences. In the case of humans, this encompasses the process of human develop-
ment from birth to mortality, among other aspects. In Diirer's engravings, the hourglass symbol is used in "Knight, Death,
and Satan" and "Saint Jerome" to represent the limited nature of time. In St. Jerome, the circle symbol, portrayed as a large-
brimmed hat atop Jerome's head, signifies time's cyclical and continuous nature. It's worth noting that in this work, the cir-
cle, triangle, and square are used as Hermetic signs. Besides the circle's meaning mentioned earlier, the triangle represents
the Hermetic trinity of God, the universe, and man, while the square is a manifestation of the four elements (water, soil, fire,
andwind).

Keywords: Hermeticwisdom, Hermetica, Engraving, Albrecht Direr
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