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Abstract:

This article describes, compares, and scrutinizes the data obtained from li-
brary sources and deals with five drawings of Tahmasebi Shahnameh that
depict the stories of Siavash in Turan and Vishtaspa in Rome. Regarding the
story of Siavash in Turanzmin, three miniatures are discussed, including folio
180v labeled Siavash plays polo against Afrasiab folio 181v labeled Siavash
hits the target and folio 182v labeled Siavash and Afrasiab in the hunting
field. the remaining two paintings are about the story of Gashtasep in Rome.
The miniatures include folio 403v labeled Gashtasep proves his polo playing

to Caesar and finally folio 404r labeled Gashtasep proves Caesar his skill in ‘

shooting. The investigation purpose is revealing the functions of these five
miniatures in serving the Safavid government. The research question is as
follows: How canthe miniatures of Siavash's refuge in Turan and Gashtasep's
refuge in Rome be analyzed with the help of critical discourse analysis the-
ories concerning the political needs of the Safavids? In other words, what
possible hidden purposes could Safavid have for supporting the painters to
produce these miniatures, which are at their primary look, depicting some
mythical stories of ancient times? The obtained results prove that in the Sa-
favid period, the quantitative and qualitative consequence of the political
asylum of high-ranking persons could well justify the government's support
for creating these paintings. The present scholars, based on the theories of
critical discourse analysis, particularly the theories by Norman Fairclough,
show the unignorable functions of these images in supporting the Safavid
government. The mentioned theory claims that a picture is also a language
and conveys meanings. By paying your deep attention to the hidden mean-
ing of the elements of the picture, knowingaspects of the influence of power
on the people involved in creating that picture will be revealed, and the lan-
guage forgery will be unfolded. In response to the research question, we can
say thatthe paintingsin question were designed in line with the political-cul-
tural goals of the Safavids. Based on Fairclough's theory, which considers ev-

ery work of art to include ideological dimensions and influenced by power, the production of these works of art by the best
painters of the erain the Safavid Royal Gallery, with huge material and spiritual costs could not be devoid of valuable benefits
for the government of the time, especially this lavishness takes place in the early days of the regime. Via studying the five
illustrations of Tahmasbi's Shahnameh, the Safavid orderers' expectations can be explained on the two levels of poetry and
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image. Atthe level of poetryanalysis, we should consider that the Safavid erais the age of governmental
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support for Ferdowsi's Shahnameh. In addition to Ferdowsi's verses, the whole historical story plays a significant role. One
of the effective axes of the findings of this research is linking the stories of Siavash in Turanzmin and Gashtasep in Rome to
the events of the Safavid era. From the mythological side, Siavash, suffering from the intrigues of Sudabah and the courtiers
andthe breaking of promises of his father Keykavus, the king of Iran, takes refuge in Turan and Afrasiab. Gashtasep, offended
by his father's violence and ignoring him and his capabilities, takes refuge in Rome and Caesar and lands in a city built by the
descendants of Salem. From the historical perspective, the political asylum of personalities is one of the major problems of
the nascent Safavid government, such as the commander of the Safavid army Ulama Sultan Teklo, and the Safavid prince
Al-Qas Mirza, who became refugees to the Ottomans. The interesting point is that in the Safavid time, the terms Ottoman
and Roman pointed to the same territory. Relying on the tolerant view of the audience for the non-separation of events in
time and place and, as a result, the mixing of mythological stories with historical events confirms the creation of deterrent
messages in the pictures regarding the political figures becoming refugees to the enemy, which is notable for the costs of
life, money, and losing credit to the Safavids. On the other hand, the government of the refugee country, which has taken
the valuable elements of the enemy's government under its protection umbrella, tries to make the most of these events.
For this, the asylum seeker must first be encouraged to stay. Since these refugees have been the fighters of the enemy front,
the combat sports competitions, such as archery, wrestling, fencing, polo, javelin throwing, and a combination of them, pro-
vide a worthy opportunity for the refugees to show their strength. This ability leads to the cheering of the observers and the
cheeringofthe refugee. In addition to this purpose, such shows have another advantage for the asylum seeker because such
acontestisjust like afree and accurate visit to the most effective fighting talents of the enemy. Moreover, in Shahnameh, the
refugee's brother fights for the former enemy, a supporter now. So, it makes it possible for the refugee to join the enemy's
army against hisformer country. This event happened at the level of myth for Gashtasep and at the level of history for Al-Ama
and Al-Qas Mirza. The painting of these events is not free of benefits for the Safavid government. On the one hand, it shows
the courage and ability of Iranians against the enemy, which causes national pride and strengthens the rear of the army. On
the other hand, they depict the two dark ends of asylum to potential asylum seekers. Despite many similarities, the stories
of Siavash and Gashtasep have different endings. Siavash suffered from the jealousy of the Turanians, especially Gresivs’s
hatred, and finally was decapitated while Gashtasep, despite becoming a high-rankingmember of Turan, had to fight against
his motherland and ignored his name and originality. The historical outcome of the refugees of the Safavid government to
the Ottoman Turks is even more bitter: Al-Qas Mirza was imprisoned in the fortress of Alamut and finally killed. Al-Uma was
also killed, but by his own king, Shah Tahmasib. To conjoin such messages to the audiences of the miniatures, the artists had
torelate the mythological story to the context of his creation. This responsibility is on the visual elements. For example, while
depicting the Siavash and Gestasp's stories, the symbol of Qezelbashan brings the viewer back from an ancient era to the
present day. With the presence of this mental phenomenon, the time of enjoying from more profit comes for the Safavid
paintings orderers. For example, one of themis a warning to potential asylum seekers regarding the Safavids' foreign surveil-
lance of refugees to the enemy, which reminds them of the Safavids' information on refugees, evenin the enemy's land. This
supervision is socomprehensive that it evenincludes sports events as a recreation time. The visual elements intertwine the
concept of the sports field and the battlefield to warn the audience that the politicized sport of the refugee sheltered by the
enemy is defined along the lines of the war between the two countries. It also warns such deluded men that in the house of
enemies, despite all their efforts and seeming victories, supremacy and magnitude belong to the enemy not the refugees.
The asylum seeker tries to succeed, but the enemy is more than ever happy with a worthy victory at no cost, which is to take
possession of the enemy's capabilities for his own benefit. The mentioned points are notable, clear and understandable
warnings to the valuable Safavid personalities to dissuade them from thinking of becoming refugees to the enemy. There-
fore, most noteworthy contemporary function of such pictures can be their deterrent quality. Hence, the artisticdimensions
ofthese creationsare also worthyforincreasing the acceptable historical face of the Safavid government.

Keywords: Safavid Government, Second Tabriz Painting School, Tahmasebi Shahnameh, Political Asylum, Critical Discourse
Analysis.
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