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Narrative analysis of the story of Rostam and Sohrab
in passing from literary text to visual text based on
the morphological model of Propp

Abstract:

Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh is one of the rich works of Iran. The Shahnameh is
theresult of years of continuous efforts by Hakim Abulgasem Ferdowsi, who
created this highly desired literary text using Shahnamehs and Khodana-
mehs, especially Mansouri's Shahnameh. Tahmina is the daughter of one of
the kings of Iran's enemy country, the Turks, but she is in love with Rostam,
and according to what she heard from Rostam, she has become his lover.
Shahnameh contains many narrative and epic stories, one of the main sto-
ries of which is the story of Rostam’s familiarity with Tehmina, the birth of
Sohrab, his growing up away from his father, and finally being killed by his
fatherinahand-to-handfight. After being born, Sohrab grows upamongthe
Turks and with his mother, and from childhood he is a powerful warrior like
his father, until at the age of 14 he goes to the battlefield like a great gener-
al. During this period, Rostam and Sohrab have not had any communication
with each other and only think of each other in their dreams and fantasies
and have no idea about each other's faces, so it can seem logical that after
many years, when they meet, they don’t recognize each other. Sohrab went
to Iran to seat his father on the throne and to bring down Keykavus, king of
Iran,and waskilled by his fatherinatragicway. Of course, in this path, people
who were looking for a way to destroy Rostam and were also afraid of Sohr-
ab's power prevented these two from getting to know each other. Even in
this story, we see that Keykavus—whom Rostam fought many battles for—
refused to give medicine to save Sohrab, thus showing the rightness of Sohr-
ab'sgoalingoingtothe battlefield.

The story of Rostam and Sohrab, when told in the form of apoemandin allit-
erary text, has a different appearance than when the same story is present-
ed in visual content and in the form of figures, and certainly because of the
difference in possibilities and limitations, the rules and regulations of each
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sectionare differentin structure. From the story of Rostam and Sohrab, many paintings and pictures have been drawnsofar,

and Iranian painters have paid special attention to this story, with a large number of them paintingimages about this war. Itis

alsonarratedinways such as performing plays orimpersonations by conveying emotions from the epicscenes of the story.

Stories should not be analyzed by common people but should be analyzed scientifically. Stories have two parts: one is the

structure and the other is the content. To analyze a story, first, the approach of investigation must be determined. This

approach is the structural approach in this research. One of the first people to examine the structure of stories is Vladimir

Propp. By examining a large number of Russian fairy tales and dividing each story into parts, he achieved interesting results

andrelatedtheseresultstoall stories. His divisionis now widely used for the structural analysis of stories. Vladimir Propp,



Narrative analysis of the story of Rostam and Sohrab in passing from literary text to visual text based
on the morphological model of Propp

one of the Russian researchers, analyzed stories based on the structural approach and divided the stories into thirty-one
special roles and seven role models. In other words, there are a large number of these special roles and model roles in all
stories according to his belief. The story of Rostam and Sohrab has been examined and analyzed in each part according to
this pattern. The literary text is taken from Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh, and the visual text is a painting by Mansoor Wafaei, a
coffeehouse-style painter. The primary literary text has been converted to smooth text. Coffeehouse painting is a kind of
painting which was mostly used for reciting the Shahnameh and helping the narrator in the coffeehouse to tell an epic story.
Of course, itcan be said that Mansoor Wafaeiis the only survivor of this style.

The research method was descriptive analysis, and data collection was done using the library method. The purpose of this
research is the structural examination of these two texts according to the Propp model and then to compare them together
to answer questions such as: the number of Propp models used in each text and to compare the nature and frequency of
these modelrolesinthetransition from literary text tovisual text.

Accordingtothisresearch, it was determined thatin the scientificinvestigation, alarge number of Propp's special roles were
used in each platform, but not all of the special roles were used in either of them. 28 special roles are used in the literary text,
and 19 special roles are used in the visual text. Therefore, even some of the special roles used in the literary text have not
been usedinthevisualtext, and also the special role such as "give information," which a painter uses to give awareness to his
audience, has not been usedin the literary text. The frequency of special rolesis also different in both texts. Therefore, it can
be said that the nature and frequency of Propp's special roles are completely dependent on the context of the story, and of
course, the simultaneous use of several contexts totella storyis very helpful.

Keywords: Rostam and Sohrab, Coffee House Painting, Propp, Structuralism
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